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Worthy Lives
by Barbara A. Campbell, Ph.D.
St. Mark’s Treasurer
What I really wanted to do was run off to Mohonk Mountain House,
sink into a massage, and in due time on T Day slowly walk into the Dining
Room, enjoying the ice sculpture as I picked up icy cold shrimp and a dab
of cocktail sauce. Of course, turkey and all the fixings would follow and
then another saunter to the dessert table – pie and what flavor ice cream?
Then my mask and safe distancing and washing hands all caused
that image of ice sculpture to shatter.
So I tried something really old – for T Day I had – you remember
them – a frozen TV turkey dinner. You remember when the family put TV
trays in front of each person in the living room, turned on the TV and ate
while watching Channel 3 or 8 together. The dinners were new. We
thought they were great – for a while. I nuked this one. The original ones
went in the regular oven. (I have another one in the freezer for Christmas.)
“Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called” was
what the Apostle Paul said. What does the lens of Covid-19 do to all these
worthy lives?
Jasserie, who works at The Commons for the diocese is going on
maternity leave – a brief pause while she gets to know the new life being
brought into the world – yes, as Covid reigns.
My next door neighbor is creating a new bedroom and full bath out
of his former 2 car garage. The pod around his house includes the
contractors – due to Covid.
My schedule is full of pre-op doctors’ appointments so I will be ready
for cancer surgery should I happen to beat Covid to Hartford Hospital
Dec 10.
One friend lives in an apartment house where it has seemed “no
one” is affected by Covid but now someone in that apartment house is in
the hospital.
It isn’t safe to worship in person or receive Communion but we have
continued to enjoy the casualness of Zoom Coffee Hour and to worship
safely through Skype and Zoom in spite of Covid.
What makes those life situations worthy of the work of each one us
called to be baptized and become apostles? What makes that worthily lived

Special points of interest:
• The Lion’s Pause by
Barbara A. Campbell,
Treasurer
• Christmas Eve Zoom
Service - 7:00 p.m.
• Christmas
Remembrance Page
• St. Nicholas Day December 6
• Zoom Services and
Meetings
• YouTube Service
• A Word From Fr. Shaw
• Stewardship News
• Parish Clerk’s Corner
• Season Of Advent
• December Calendar
• Pledges and Offerings
• Parish Office Hours and
Food Pantry Days and
hours

life worth while? There is a foundation that those of us surrounded by the Red Zone of Covid can draw
on.
Back to the current examples: it’s a time of safely welcoming new life and the gifts God has
sent a new person to earth with. Parents are easing living situations for teenagers and these
neighbors are Muslims. Medical doctors’ expertise can help counter physical problems for me. That
apartment house knows who tested positive and their behavior has changed more in accordance with
public health guidelines. While worship is virtual, it accommodates some of our longing while we hope
for more. Therefore:
“…lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called,
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”
Eph 4:1-2

7:00 p.m. December 24, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.
Join us for our Christmas Eve Services on Zoom.
Enter via the parish Web link at http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org
Zoom Meeting I.D. Number: 935 2448 8386
There is also a telephone number you could call on your phone to join the
Zoom service: 1-646-558-8656 (phone charges may apply for the
telephone call if you don’t not have unlimited calling).

Christmas Memorial Remembrance Page
Because we will have a Zoom Service for Christmas, if you
would like your loved one remembered on Christmas,
please send in their name(s) along with your name and
number to the parish office.
I will have a page of Christmas Remembrances for the
Christmas bulletin. Thank you.
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St. Nicholas Day
Sunday, December 6th The SECOND Sunday of Advent

Saint Nicholas, the gift Giver,
Inspires acts of charity
and generosity.
(Anthony Hadder and Rev. Shaw Mudge—Photo
courtesy of Betty Ann Hadder)

ZOOM SERVICES
Zoom coffee hour 9:30 am; Zoom service 10 am;
Zoom coffee hour after the service.
Zoom Meeting ID 500-865-037
or enter via the parish Web link at http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org.
There is also a telephone number you could call on your phone to join the Zoom service:
1-646-558-8656 (phone charges may apply for the telephone call).

Skype phone service continues at 10:50 am on Sundays.
Fr. Shaw would call those who are interested. Service especially for those
who do not have Internet or unlimited phone plans.
If you would like the bulletin mailed to you for this service,
please let Cheryl in the parish office know.
Please remember to turn your phone volume down slightly – this may help with the
feedback sound. Please contact Cheryl in the Parish Office if you have any questions.

A YouTube playlist of St. Mark’s Sunday
services has been created, for your use at any
time in the week, via a link on the main parish Web page:
http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org
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A WORD FROM FR. SHAW MUDGE

Dear friends,
Welcome to Advent and Christmas seasons!
In Advent we look forward to the coming of Christ at the end of time, as an entry rite into
eternal life.
In Advent we remember the coming of Christ as a child in Bethlehem on Christmas Day.
In December of this year, we combine those two aspects as we remember that for us and
our salvation, Jesus came down from heaven and was made a human being, that we
might live with God eternally, beginning in this life and carrying over into the fullness of
eternal life.

And this year, as we rethink Christmas in these unusual times, think about a Christmas
present like this:
Heavenly Father, we pray that your love for each person would pervade our hearts and
minds, and somehow by the answer to that prayer, there would be a change for the better,
that all would be done in your way, in your time, and to your glory. In Jesus' Name, we
pray. Amen.
God bless you, and take care,
Fr. Shaw

STEWARDSHIP

Pledge Cards
have settled into
alphabetical order,
all nestled in nicely
as they get ready to work.

The banner has been raised again –
40 people pledged $47,935.88
and others

are welcome to land.

Come, make yourself comfortable!

There’s ministry to do – together!
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Allison’s Parish Clerk News Corner
November 2020
Last month, I posed the questions: Who are we reaching and who are we
missing? What can we do to be “connected” and faithful ministers in the New
Britain community? Good News! We are connecting!
News Items:
1. Dave Tompkins has recruited a group of volunteers to assemble and distribute
Grab-and-Go meals on Thursday mornings at South Church.
2. The Vestry has authorized a $5000 grant from the Smith Fund to New Life II
Ministries to help with the purchase of a second Recovery House (for those
battling addiction and/or mental illness) and equipment for the house.
3. Our stewardship campaign has been successful. As of our 11/10 vestry
meeting, we had 29 pledges for a total of $42K. Thank you! If you haven’t had
a chance to complete your pledge, please take a moment to send it in.
4. Time and talent as well as treasure are ways to join the way of love in the
name of Jesus Christ. We are moving forward into 2021 and it is time for
vestry nominations. There are several openings. If you have an interest,
please call the office, Father Shaw or any of the current vestry members.
5. Christmas worship services will be virtual this year as our weekly worship has
been. We will still have Lighting of the Advent Candles and music. We are in
the planning stages. Volunteers are needed for the candle lighting. We are
taking a survey of day and time preferences (Christmas Eve or Christmas
Day). Please call the office with your choice.
You should receive this message during the Thanksgiving holiday. It is different
this year, even lonely as we isolate apart. Yet, I am thankful for God in my life as
seen through my dear friends at St. Mark’s. Happy Thanksgiving! Stay safe.
Reach out to connect!
God Bless Everyone.
Peace, Justice and Safety,
Allison Penick
Vestry Clerk
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The Season of Advent
The Season of Advent begins on November 29th.
We would like to light an Advent Wreath each week
during our Zoom services.
If you would like to light a candle or 2 (or 4) for our Advent Zoom services,
please contact Cheryl in the Parish Office to sign up: 860-2258-7634 or
parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org

We can be creative with this. If 1 family wants to light all the candles for
one week or if several families want to light a candle, we can make it work.
You don’t even need an Advent Wreath, just a candle.

Wreaths and Symbols
by Evelyn Briere 2007

It tell us God is eternal in his love and care for
us. Beautiful!

The Advent Wreath has many symbols. Really
look at it – what do you see?
It is green – life and growth
it has four candles – we light one for
each Sunday in Advent. The Light of
the World is coming to overcome the
darkness. Candles stand for Hope,
Peace, Love and Joy.
It has the color purple – candles and/or ribbon –
Penitence Prayer, Preparation.
(The color purple also designates
Royalty and Sovereignty.)
One candle is rose colored – this is to remind us
of the joy that is coming.
It is round, a circle with no beginning and no
end. This is connected with the symbol
of Advent in the Greek letter A – for Alpha
and O – for Omega intertwined, “I am the
beginning and the end, saith the Lord.”

On Christmas Eve the ribbons are changed to red,
the color of joy and celebration. Our Lord and
Savior has come, a babe in the manger – Amazing!
A simple prayer to use during Advent is:
Come into my heart Lord Jesus.
There is room in my heart for you!
Amen.
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7:00 pm Christmas
Eve Zoom Service

9:00 - 12:00
Food Pantry
12:00 p.m. Noon Day
Prayer—Cooper Hall
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9:00 - 12:00
Food Pantry
12:00 p.m. Noon Day
Prayer—Cooper Hall

9

16

23

30

9:00 - 12:00
Food Pantry
12:00 p.m. Noon Day
Prayer—Cooper Hall

5:45 p.m.
Executive
Com. Meeting
7:00 p.m. Finance
Committee

DECEMBER 2020

6:30 p.m. Vestry
Dwelling in the
Word
6:45 p.m. Vestry
Zoom Meeting

6 2 Advent
9:30 a.m. Zoom
9:00 - 2:00
“Coffee Hour”
Food Pantry
Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom
10:50 Skype Service
St. Nicholas Day

15

29

22

13 3 Advent
14
9:30 a.m. Zoom
9:00 - 2:00
“Coffee Hour”
Food Pantry
Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom
10:50 Skype Service

28
Office Closed

20 4 Advent
21
9:30 a.m. Zoom
9:00 - 2:00
“Coffee Hour”
Food Pantry
Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom
10:50 Skype Service
27

9:30 a.m. Zoom
“Coffee Hour”
Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom
10:50 Skype Service
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St. Mark's Episcopal
Church, New Britain
PO Box 1538
90 Main Street
New Britain, CT 06051
The Rev. Dr. Shaw Mudge,
Priest In Charge
Phone: 860-225-7634
Email: parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org
Website: www.stmarksnewbritain.org

LABEL

PRAYER CHAIN: to activate the chain call
Barbara Campbell 860-673-7607,
Campbellba24@gmail.com
If you or someone you know is hospitalized,
please inform the clergy or call the parish
office.

Open to God's Love Serving Our Neighbor

Parish Office Hours.
Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Food Pantry
Monday: 9 - 12 & 12:30 - 2
Thursday: 9 - 12

Due date for all articles for the
January 2021 Issue of the St. Mark’s Message is
December 21st

Weekly Parish Services:
During the COVID-19 crisis, services will be
held on Zoom (Go to page 3 or our website—
www.saintmarksnewbritain.org for
information on joining the service.)

THE CLERGY AND
STAFF OF

Pledges and Offerings

ST. MARK’S WISH

Please remember to keep sending in your
pledges and offerings to the parish. Mail in our
P.O. Box is picked up several times a week. Your
pledge payments are compiled at least once a
month and deposited.

The parish ministries to the community and
worship services adapt and continue, even in
these most challenging times.

EVERYONE A MERRY
AND BLESSED
CHRISTMAS.

Mailing address: St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
PO Box 1538 New Britain, CT 06050-1538 or to
electronically send checks to the Church via your
bank.
St. Marks keeps going in God’s way, God’s time,
and to God’s glory.
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