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2020 Diocesan Convention
by Dr. Barbara A. Campbell, Convention Delegate
WOW!!!!!!!!!
That was my reaction to Convention Worship and you may still be
able to experience it online. Go to ECCT website. It is possible over 3,000
people did experience it throughout the day.
What struck me first? Cathedral organ and a string quartet were
beautifully coordinated in Bach. The coordination continued with organ
and 4 voices, and then organ with a soloist, and organ with a diocesan wide
choir.
What struck me second was the Psalm danced on point silhouetted
against a stained glass window.
Videos from around the world and around the diocese presented the
Prayers of the People.
The consecration still included a Prayer of Spiritual Communion.
The recessional, Thou Whose Almighty Word, coordinated Cathedral
organ and quartet.
Truly impressive!!! Marianne Vogel, Cathedral Music Director, is
planning a diocesan wide Christmas anthem and maybe a once a month
virtual service. Go listen to the Convention service!!!
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Did it! Did it! I Zoomed Diocesan convention but more importantly
THEY, Diocesan Staff, DID IT! The Rev. Adam Yates oversaw the planning
and implementation of Connecticut’s Convention and Adam was out of the
country! He has accepted a new call to Vancouver, British Columbia and
from that far western coast of the next northernmost country to this one, he
got us into discussion groups, put up the ballots for voting and reminded
people they were muted. It’s a new world of technology and should open so
many possibilities for new ways of implementing the Gospel.

• Parish Clerk’s Corner

While World Café discussion groups took place on topics of wealth
inequality and combatting racism, I wanted to hear how the 240 people who
came Thursday and were divided into 34 groups responded to the question I
wrote and which was one of the three elected questions – “Which of the
pandemic changes we have already made will we KEEP and thereby encourage a continuing culture of discovery in parishes?”
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I was pleased that there was both enthusiasm and honesty. Without the pandemic, they would
never have gone to Zoom services. Having had 7 months of them, they were now not about to give
them up. Different
peoples’ skills have come to the foreground and other possibilities have opened. Relatives and friends
living 3, 4, or 8 states away can easily Zoom in. This morning, I Zoomed to St. Mark’s Coffee Hour,
stayed sitting in my grandfather’s rocking chair with my slippers on and YouTubed to the
Diocesan Convention worship service. There I heard organ and choir voices coordinated, prayed the
Psalm while watching a ballerina on point dancing before a stained glass window, and heard a string
quartet, and then guitars.
People from other parishes would now not give up their Wednesday Pastoral Care phone
call. There was interest in people’s stories and during voting on Resolutions with openness to technology, we saw how one priest wanted to support the resolution even though he had left Convention and
was on a train. He emailed his comment and we heard it.
Continuing discussions will be held on all three World Café
questions.
With regard to Resolutions, we approved the merger of All Saints, Oakville with Christ Church,
Watertown. Both parishes have been here since the 1700s.
The Episcopal Church at Yale became an Intentional Episcopal Community which gives them
standing at Convention as well as responsibilities. Their weekly worship is Sunday evenings.
The Diocesan budget was approved with a 1.36% increase from last year, and no additional staff
at the Commons. There will be job description re-alignments. The diocesan investment draw is 4.5%
from the Missionary Society’s endowments.
Minimum clergy compensation was set at 1.68%. All clergy (full and part time) will get 12 paid
holidays.

With a number of attempts to amend the amendment, call the question and other Robert’s Rules
games (still playable with technology); Diocesan Canons were revised to allow parishes and the diocese
to meet electronically; and the PIC (Priest in Charge) now has the same duties and rights as the Rector.
The Equal Opportunity Employment policy was changed to add that there can be no discrimination on the basis of gender equity, ethnicity, familiar status, weight, size, or height.
Training with regard to Systemic Racism is now required for paid staff, clergy, governing lay
leaders, and those elected to any diocesan-wide office.
Interestingly Safe Church, Anti-Black bias, and cooking in a church kitchen all require passing a
test and certification. Is this a consequence of cultural change for us that does not include the quality
of trust?
All of the diocesan offices were filled as nominated. One priest dropped out of the ballot to the
Standing Committee and a replacement will be appointed as the Canons allow by the bishops.
Diocesan Resources, Documents and Events now have to be translated into Spanish.
The entire Convention was translated into American Sign Language and Spanish.
Having met as we wished Wednesday, Thursday and Friday; on Saturday we started meeting at
9 am, had 15 minutes of recess at 11:00, it was now 3 pm. Bp. Laura prayed us out. Bp. Ian blessed
us. New Deacon Matt Handi dismissed us.
My iPad had 27% energy left – and so did I!
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It's time we got to do something we would NORMALLY DO!!!
The Stewardship Letter was sent out by snail mail on Oct 13th. Take time to prayerfully read it
and fill out your Pledge Card. Snail mail it back to the church before Nov 8th.
As you do so, create your own rituals related to being thankful and report what you did at the
Zoom Coffee Hour or Skype service on Nov 8. As members of your family signed the Pledge Card, did
you light a candle on a cupcake? As you walked to the mailbox to drop your Pledge Card in, did you
hum your favorite hymn? How creative did you get?
We appreciate both your new ritual and your Pledge which allows Christ's ministry to continue. May you be blessed.

ZOOM SERVICES
Zoom coffee hour 9:30 am; Zoom service 10 am;
Zoom coffee hour after the service.
Zoom Meeting ID 500-865-037
or enter via the parish Web link at http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org.
There is also a telephone number you could call on your phone to join the Zoom service:
1-646-558-8656 (phone charges may apply for the telephone call).

Skype phone service continues at 10:50 am on Sundays.
Fr. Shaw would call those who are interested. Service especially for those
who do not have Internet or unlimited phone plans.
If you would like the bulletin mailed to you for this service,
please let Cheryl in the parish office know.
Please remember to turn your phone volume down slightly – this may help with the
feedback sound. Please contact Cheryl in the Parish Office if you have any questions.
A YouTube playlist of short services is in the process of being created,
with plans for your use at any time, via a link on the main parish Web page:
http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org/default.asp
or directly at:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLSGhSHVbswHK2S3bniS7LzQj18l3BvEv
HYMNALS FOR HOME USE

If you would like a hymnal to use at home during Zoom
services, please contact Cheryl in the Parish Office to reserve one
(860-225-7634 or parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org)
Hymnals will be available for “No Contact” pick up.
To pick up, please come to the lower parking lot door and ring the door bell.
Cheryl will bring the hymnal the doorway and will place it on the step for you to take.
We are sorry, but they cannot be mailed.
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"Creation practices safe distancing."
Photo copyright 2020 the Rev. Julia Mudge, used with permission.

All Soul’s Day Daily Prayer Zoom Service
Thursday, November 5 at 2:00 p.m.
Zoom meeting ID: 985 6443 2802

https://www.missionstclare.com/english/November/morning/02m.html
Please let Cheryl in the Parish Office know if you will attend.
Please send in names of those you would like to remember at this service to
the Parish Office no later than Wednesday, November 4th
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Allison’s Parish Clerk News Corner
October 2020
Here we are in October of a very strange year. There is a lot happening around us the pandemic, elections, and facing the reality of systemic racism. I personally feel
disconnected. Most meetings are now online. Our food pantry ministry is handing out
pre-made bags instead of letting clients “shop the shelves”. Our Breakfast mingles are on
hiatus because of Covid-19 limitations. Who are we reaching and who are we missing?
What can we do to be “connected” and faithful ministers in the New Britain community?
News Items:
1. St. Mark’s reduced the asking price for 147 West Main St., and we have had 2 new
inquiries.
2. ECCT Annual Convention took place over 4 days (10/14-10/17) online and concluded
with a Zoom service at the Cathedral on Sunday 10/18,
3. Our pastoral committee continues to reach out with cards and phone calls. I must
remember that we all can help with calls of our own!
4. Although we are not using Erwin Chapel’s organ or our Steinway piano, we will be
keeping them tuned and in good condition.
5. South Church has been making sandwiches and assembling lunch bags (with fruit,
granola bar and water) and bringing them to the Friendship Center. Beginning 10/26,
they will do the same “Grab-and-Go” from South Church out in the parking lot. We are
looking for volunteers for a St. Mark’s contingent. It would provide food no longer
provided by the Mingle. Please volunteer if you are able. Without enough interest, we
won’t be able to do it. Please contact the Parish Office if you are interested in helping.
6. The Vestry accepted with gratitude a generous bequest from Lee McAdoo’s estate.
The Finance Committee recommended and the Vestry resolved to not tithe the
bequest. At this point, St. Mark’s is still discerning its future. Once we have a more
definitive plan, we can change the resolution at any time.
As Father Shaw might say, “Here is a voluntary assignment.” What we need is a good
old-fashioned potluck supper with delicious food, games, and music! We can look
forward to such a miracle in 2021! What might we do in the meantime? How about a
Zoom gathering on a weekend afternoon or an evening? Bring your own coffee and
popcorn and share in spontaneous conversation? At the same time, let’s brainstorm on
how we might help the homeless this winter. “Grab-and-go” meals provide food but not
the warmth of a heated room or human contact. Send me your suggestions! (Forward
them to the church office)
God Bless Everyone.
Peace, Justice and Safety,
Allison Penick
Vestry Clerk
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In-Person
Thursday Noon Day Prayer
In person Noon Day Prayer will resume on Thursday, October 8th. It will be
held every Thursday, at 12:00 noon in Cooper Hall.
It will be limited to 5 people in person.
Masks are required to be worn at all times while you are in the building
and
appropriate COVID-19 protocols will be observed.
And, as an added bonus, you may pick up a hymnal to use at our Sunday
Zoom services when you attend Noon Day Prayer.

Please contact the Parish Office if you have any questions.
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Mon
3
Election Day

Tue

Wed

Thu

6

Fri

7

Sat

20

28

21

14

27
Office Closed

13

5

4

19

26

Thanksgiving
Office Closed

9:00 - 12:00
Food Pantry
12:00 p.m. Noon Day
Prayer—Cooper
Hall

12

9:00 - 12:00
Food Pantry
12:00 p.m. Noon Day
Prayer—Cooper
Hall
2:00 p.m. Zoom

11

Office Closed
18

25

9:00 - 12:00
Food Pantry
12:00 p.m. Noon Day
Prayer—Cooper
Hall

5:45 p.m.
Executive
Com. Meeting
7:00 p.m. Finance
Committee
Meeting

NOVEMBER 2020
Sun
2

1

10

24

17

6:45 p.m. Vestry
Zoom Meeting

9:00 - 2:00
Food Pantry

9

16

9:00 - 2:00
Food Pantry

9:00 - 2:00
Food Pantry

9:30 a.m. Zoom
“Coffee Hour”
Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom
10:50 Skype Service
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9:30 a.m. Zoom
“Coffee Hour”
Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom
10:50 Skype Service

15

9:30 a.m. Zoom
“Coffee Hour”
Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom
10:50 Skype Service

23

9:00 - 2:00
Food Pantry

22

9:30 a.m. Zoom
“Coffee Hour”
Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom
10:50 Skype Service

30

9:00 - 2:00
Food Pantry

29

1 Advent
9:30 a.m. Zoom
“Coffee Hour”
Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom
10:50 Skype Service
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St. Mark's Episcopal
Church, New Britain
PO Box 1538
90 Main Street
New Britain, CT 06051
The Rev. Dr. Shaw Mudge,
Priest In Charge
Phone: 860-225-7634
Email: parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org
Website: www.stmarksnewbritain.org

LABEL

PRAYER CHAIN: to activate the chain call
Barbara Campbell 860-673-7607,
Campbellba24@gmail.com
If you or someone you know is hospitalized,
please inform the clergy or call the parish
office.

November 1st

Open to God's Love Serving Our Neighbor

Parish Office Hours.

Due date for all articles for the December Issue
of the St. Mark’s Message is November 18th

Weekly Parish Services:
During the COVID-19 crisis, services will be
held on Zoom (Go to page 4 or our website—
www.saintmarksnewbritain.org for
information on joining the service.)
Pledges and Offerings
Please remember to keep sending in your
pledges and offerings to the parish. Mail in our
P.O. Box is picked up several times a week. Your
pledge payments are compiled at least once a
month and deposited.

The parish ministries to the community and
worship services adapt and continue, even in
these most challenging times.
Mailing address: St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
PO Box 1538 New Britain, CT 06050-1538 or to
electronically send checks to the Church via your
bank.
St. Marks keeps going in God’s way, God’s time,
and to God’s glory.

Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

St. Mark’s Food Pantry The Pantry is open to ANYONE who is in need of
food. Everyone must wear a mask and follow all
Covid 19 safety procedures.
We are open Mondays from 9 to 12 and 12:30 to 2.
And on Thursdays from 9 to 12.
All we need is your name and the number of people in
your family.
Call the parish office if you have any questions.
Jerome Home/Arbor Rose Services:

Please contact Jenna Sweet at Jerome Home or
Donna Valente at Arbor Rose, to enable access
to either St Mark's Sunday live Zoom services
online or to St. Mark's Sunday video YouTube
services online (available all week)."
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