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Special points of interest:
• The Lion’s Pause:
Barbara Campbell,
Treasurer and Diocesan
Poet
• I Am White by Allison
Penick

• Parish Clerk’s Corner
• Lenny’s Corner
• Food Pantry is OPEN!
• Zoom Services and
Meetings
• August Calendar
• Can’t Do This. They
Make Us Do That. Look
Around, It’s Not Just
Church. By Barbara
Campbell

• Pledges and Offerings
• Parish Office Hours

I AM WHITE
AM I RACIST?
I am white
I am not a racist
Or am I?
White privilege, a hidden part of racism
How can I understand a black person’s viewpoint?
I do not live every moment wondering “Am I safe?”
“Are my kids safe?”
I do not have to “learn” to behave like a “white” person
to be treated equally.
A black person does not know me either—I do not mean harm
Love thy neighbor as yourself
How can we do so?
We both must reach out
Know me
Know you
Know each other
Love each other
Peace in God’s Love
Allison
6/29/20

PARISH CLERK’S NEWS CORNER—July 2020
Dear St. Mark’s friends,
During May and June, in the face of the persistent Covid19 pandemic, the rest of our Vestry
team and Father Shaw have been doing an amazing job keeping St. Mark’s Church as the
cohesive, loving group of parishioners it has always been. “Open to God’s Love, Serving Our
Neighbor.”
My news is a heartfelt huge THANK YOU!
On June 15th, I had a successful hip replacement. I was a bundle of nerves and so afraid that I
would not be able to take care of myself and my cat. I have wonderful doctors, but the most
important part of my continuing recovery has been the steady outpouring of prayers from all of
you. Pastoral Care (Thank you Justina, John, Sue, Molly, Donna, Selden, Betty, Mark and
Stephen and more!) visited (safely wearing masks!) with delicious meals to sustain me and my
care-givers.
I can’t thank you enough. With your prayers, my perseverance, and a little luck I’ll be back
working with you.
THANK YOU! GOD BLESS
PEACE & JUSTICE FOR ALL
Allison
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Lenny’s Corner
Turning back the clock – it was 50 years ago when the Rev. Thomas
Fletcher, one of my mentors, thought it might be a good idea to try a different
approach in Church School for High School students. The plan was to have a
discussion group patterned after the then current Adult Discussion Group. The
2 leaders would be Lynn Buckman (eldest daughter of Joan) and yours truly.
Just out of college, I was willing to try anything. The group was to meet in
the basement of our Cedar Street property, furnished with a sofa and comfortable chairs. The 1st floor housed a pre-school program (which later both of my
children attended), the 2nd housed our Sexton (Art & Irene Weare and later
Enoch & Esperanza Passan). Previously, the basement was used by the
Acolytes, with a pool table included (prior to that it was located in the Acolyte
room next to the Sacristy).
Included in that group of high schoolers were the Alibrio sisters (Fran &
Alice), Jim Brzezinski, Pam Papertsian among others whose names escape me
at the moment. I should mention that Carol Pearson and friends who were in 8th
grade at the time would join us the following year, eager to be there. I lost Lynn
Buckman after that first year, however, I continued on into the late 1970’s.
The concept was interesting as we discussed the issues of the day, how
religion entered the picture and sometimes devolving to who did what on
Saturday night. As an aside, the Rev. James Brzezinski is now an Episcopal
Priest, Dr. Alice Alibrio is a Naturopathic Physician, Frances Alibrio, a retired
Music Teacher.
The class had many changes over those years including Bob Kissel joining
me, as well as our Curate, the Rev. Darryl Stahl, providing us with his masterful
planning. This was not my last time with the High School class, as I assisted
my wife when our children were of that age. That was in the mid to late 1990’s
and was concluded with a stunning performance of the musical play “Ezekiel and
the Wheel” with a host of talented female soloists.
Next month I will take you back even further and tell you a story that I’m not
sure anyone will remember. Let me know if you’re getting bored with these
stories, but I’d better tell them while they are still in my memory bank.
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ZOOM SERVICES
Zoom coffee hour 9:30 am; Zoom service 10 am;
Zoom coffee hour after the service.
or

Zoom Meeting ID 500-865-037
enter via the parish Web link at http://
www.stmarksnewbritain.org.

There is also a telephone number you could call on your phone to join the Zoom
service:
1-646-558-8656 (phone charges may apply for the telephone call).

Skype phone service continues at 10:50 am on Sundays.
Fr. Shaw would call those who are interested. Service especially for those
who do not have Internet or unlimited phone plans.
If you would like the bulletin mailed to you for this service, please let Cheryl in the
parish office know.

Please remember to turn your phone volume down slightly – this may help with the
feedback sound. Please contact Cheryl in the Parish Office if you have any questions.

A YouTube playlist of short services is in the process of being created,
with plans for your use at any time, via a link on the main parish Web page:
http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org/default.asp
or directly at:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLSGhSHVbswHK2S3bniS7LzQj18l3BvEv
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Dear friends,
August is upon us, and we are about half-way between the Spring and Fall semesters of our COVID experience.
And August 6th is the official celebration of The Transfiguration, a time when the light from within Christ was
shown outward, a manifestation of the energy of God reaching out towards each and every one of us.
I do not know if you have access to icons, either in a book form or on the Internet. If you do, you might ponder
Peter's, James', and John's reaction to the Transfiguration. For they are us. They were in the presence of God,
just as we are. The presence of Christ, divinely revealed their hearts and minds from God's perspective to themselves. It was a time of both awe, and a time of preparation for empowerment.
That empowerment came in the upper room and on the Day of Pentecost. Since we are in the midst of the season after Pentecost, it is an appropriate time that the energy of God be released through us to do that which
God calls us to do: as God's people. Perhaps we might do this in discrete acts of kindness, in the transformation
of someone's life by something we did, in the reaching out to someone in ministry, in the Church gathered
whether on Zoom, Skype, via the telephone, via a letter or card, FaceBook, YouTube, or united in prayer.
And in these moments of contact and reflection, we have opportunities to spread God's peace, God's wisdom,
God's love, God's vision, and yes, God's joy.
A prayer: "Heavenly Father, we ask that your Holy Spirit continue to guide everyone at St. Mark's on the path
ahead; release your energy through us that all would be done in your way, in your time, and to your Glory. In
Jesus' Name, we pray. Amen.
May you be blessed this August because of your doing that which the Holy Trinity has called you to do, and of
your becoming the person that the Holy Trinity has called you to be.
God bless you,
Fr. Shaw

Barbara says: This is further definition of bi-vocational clergy and the continued introduction of parttime clergy into a parish setting. A part-time priest also pursuing other employment means more
ministry practiced by lay people.
ECCT Welcomes Newly Ordained Deacons
With great joy, Bishop Laura and Bishop Ian ordained six persons to the transitional diaconate on
Saturday, July 18, 2020. We are pleased to announce that four of these newly ordained deacons will
be serving as Missional Curates in the Episcopal Church in Connecticut beginning September 1.
A Missional Curate is a ministry of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut where a newly ordained clergy
person, who plans to work part-time in parishes while pursuing other employment, is paired with a
seasoned clergy person who is also working part-time in a parish. With funding provided by the budget
of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut for one year, the Missional Curate works alongside the
experienced priest to learn the gifts and challenges of part-time parish leadership in this new missional
age. Following the curacy, after the transitional deacon is ordained priest, the new cleric will then be
posted as a part-time Priest-in-Charge in a parish of their own.
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Sun

Mon

17

Parish office Closed
Cheryl’s vacation

18

25

Thu

5

Cheryl’s vacation

6

Parish office Closed
Cheryl’s vacation

7

Fri

Parish office Closed
Cheryl’s vacation

14

12
Parish office Closed
Cheryl’s vacation

19

26

Parish office Closed
Cheryl’s vacation

Parish Office
Closed

Parish office Closed
Cheryl’s vacation

27

28

21
9:00 - 12:00
Food Pantry

Parish Office
Closed

20

9:00 - 12:00
Food Pantry

9:00 - 12:00
Food Pantry

13

5:45 p.m. Wardens
9:00 - 12:00
and Treasurer Meeting Food Pantry
7:00 p.m. Finance
Parish office Closed
Committee

Wed

The St. Mark’s Calendar - AUGUST 2020
Tue

4

9:00 - 2:00
Food Pantry
Parish office Closed
Cheryl’s vacation

3

9:30 a.m. Zoom
“Coffee Hour”
Parish office Closed
Cheryl’s vacation

2
Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom

9:00 - 2:00
Food Pantry

6:45 p.m.
Vestry Meeting
Zoom Meeting

16

24

31

11

9:30 a.m. Zoom
“Coffee Hour”
Parish office Closed
Cheryl’s vacation

9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting
by phone or Zoom

Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom

23

10

Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom

9:00 - 2:00
Food Pantry

9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting
by phone or Zoom

9

9:30 a.m. Zoom
“Coffee Hour”

9:00 - 2:00
Food Pantry

9:30 a.m. Zoom
“Coffee Hour”
Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom

30

9:30 a.m. Zoom
9:00 - 2:00
“Coffee Hour”
Food Pantry
Ante-Communion
10:00 On Zoom with
Fr. Jim Speer

Sat

1

8

15

22

29

6
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St. Mark's Episcopal
Church, New Britain
PO Box 1538
90 Main Street
New Britain, CT 06051
The Rev. Dr. Shaw Mudge,
Priest In Charge
Phone: 860-225-7634
Email: parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org
Website: www.stmarksnewbritain.org

LABEL

PRAYER CHAIN: to activate the chain call
Barbara Campbell 860-673-7607,
Campbellba24@gmail.com
If you or someone you know is hospitalized,
please inform the clergy or call the parish
office.
Parish Office Summer Hours.
During August, the Parish
Office will be closed on Fridays.
Parish Office on Monday through Thursday from 8:30 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m.

Open to God's Love Serving Our Neighbor
Due date for all articles for the
September Issue of the St. Mark’s Message is August 19.

Weekly Parish Services:
During the COVID-19 crisis, services will be
held on Zoom (Go to page 4 or our website—
www.saintmarksnewbritain.org for
information on joining the service.)
Pledges and Offerings
Please remember to keep sending in your
pledges and offerings to the parish. Mail in our
P.O. Box is picked up several times a week. Your
pledge payments are compiled at least once a
month and deposited.

The parish ministries to the community and
worship services adapt and continue, even in
these most challenging times.
Mailing address: St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
PO Box 1538 New Britain, CT 06050-1538 or to
electronically send checks to the Church via your
bank.
St. Marks keeps going in God’s way, God’s time,
and to God’s glory.

Cheryl will be on vacation from August 3 to
August
14. She will check email once a day and will forward
emails on to the necessary person.

St. Mark’s Food Pantry The Pantry is open to ANYONE who is in need of
food. Everyone must wear a mask and follow all
Covid 19 safety procedures.
We are open Mondays from 9 to 12 and 12:30 to 2.
And on Thursdays from 9 to 12.
All we need is your name and the number of people in
your family.
Call the parish office if you have any questions.
Jerome Home/Arbor Rose Services:

Please contact Jenna Sweet at Jerome Home or
Donna Valente, Jenna's activities director
counterpart at Arbor Rose, to enable access to
either St Mark's Sunday live Zoom services online
or to St. Mark's Sunday video YouTube services
online (available all week)."
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