
 

 

St. Mark's Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 1538, New Britain, Connecticut 06050-1538 

Parish office (90 Main Street): 860-225-7634 

Email: parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org            Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 

Parish Web site with service information: http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 
 

Christmas Eve service begins 7:00 p.m.; Zoom waiting room opens about 6:30 p.m.      December 24, 2020 
 

Enter via the parish Web link at http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org. 

Christmas service Meeting ID: 978 3722 2462 

To join the Zoom service on your phone, dial 1-646-558-8656   

(phone charges may apply for the telephone call if you do not have an unlimited calling plan). 

--------- 

Skype group phone call is planned to be sent out about 15 minutes before the service begins. 

St. Mark's Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 1538, New Britain, Connecticut 06050-1538 

Parish office (90 Main Street): 860-225-7634 

Email: parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org            Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 

Parish Web site with service information: http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 
 

 

Hymn 83 “O come, all ye faithful”  vss. 1-3   Adeste fideles  

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

 

1. O come, all ye faithful,    2. God from God, 

joyful and triumphant,    Light from Light eternal, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 

come, and behold him,    only-begotten 

born the King of angels;    Son of God the Father; 

 

3. Sing, choirs of angels,    Refrain:  O come, let us adore him, 

sing in exultation,       O come, let us adore him, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;     O come, let us adore him, 

glory to God,        Christ the Lord. 

glory in the highest; 

 

 

Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People:     And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
Collect For Purity 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Gloria 

Celebrant sets the pace. 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day - The Lord be with you.                        R. And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray together, remembering to pause at the punctuation, to let the technology synchronize. 

Celebrant sets the pace. 
 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 

 O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant 

that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes 

to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson    Isaiah 9:2-7 

Lector: Volunteer 
 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (eye-ZAY-ah). 

 

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness - 

on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 

with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across 

their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian (MIH-dee-an). For all the 

boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a 

child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there 

shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and 

with righteousness   from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 



 

 

Psalm 96 sung to 124  Puer nobis 

Lector:  Volunteer 

 

 1.  Sing to the Lord new songs of praise,  

  Let all the earth sing to the Lord;  

  Sing to the Lord and bless his Name,  

  Proclaim good news with one accord. 
 

  2.  Declare his glory far and wide, 

  His wondrous acts and holy law; 

  For he is great, and to be praised 

  More than all gods, and held in awe. 
  

 3.  Let heavens rejoice, let oceans roar, 

  Let earth be glad, fields filled with mirth; 

  Let all the forests shout for joy 

  When God shall come to judge the earth. 
  

The Second Lesson  Titus 2:11-14 

Lector:  Volunteer 
 

A Reading from Paul's letter to Titus (TIE-tus). 

 

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, 

and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed 

hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for 

us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 

good deeds. 
  

The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn 84    “Love came down at Christmas” Gartan 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

 

1. Love came down at Christmas,   2. Worship we the Godhead, 

love all lovely, love divine;    love incarnate, love divine; 

love was born at Christmas:    worship we our Jesus, 

star and angels gave the sign.    but wherewith for sacred sign? 

 

3. Love shall be our token; 

love be yours and love be mine, 

love to God and neighbor, 

love for plea and gift and sign. 

 

The Holy Gospel  Luke 2:1-20 
 

Celebrant:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 

the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 

registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 



 

 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 

to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But 

the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 

for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with 

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

   “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.                                                          People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Shaw Mudge 

 

The Nicene Creed 

  

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

       in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 



 

 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers for the Church and the World 
  

Leader: Volunteer 

Leader: My sisters and brothers in the peace of God, all the gifts we shall give and receive in these days are but 

 small tokens of the gift that shines forth in God’s word made flesh this day.  From grateful hearts let us 

 intercede for all who find themselves longing for this deepest, truest gift, saying:   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: That the child born to us might find in our hearts warm welcome by our openness to the needs of the  

 homeless and the hungry, let us pray to the Lord.    People:  Lord, hear our prayer.     

 Leader: That in this time of gift-giving we might become more responsive to the lonely, the sad and those who 

 mourn, let us pray to the Lord.       People:  Lord, hear our prayer.     

 Leader: That the rejoicing of this day might be a bond leading us to true communion of life and worship, let us 

 pray to the Lord.           People:  Lord, hear our prayer.     

 Leader: That the joy and consolation of the Wonderful Counselor might enliven all who are struck down by  

 disease and illness, especially those we now remember, let us pray to the Lord.        

         People:  Lord, hear our prayer.     

 Leader: That the blessings of this season inspire our gratitude especially as we give thanks for the gift of  

 children and families, for the ministry of healing and for other blessings we name silently or aloud, let us 

 pray to the Lord.         People:  Lord, hear our prayer.    

Leader: That the peace proclaimed by angels in the shepherds ’field might be realized on every field of war and 

 on every street of violence, especially as we remember those in our armed forces, Ryan Beaudoin, 

 Parker  Browne, Michael Johnston, Ed Priesser and Amanda Searle, let us pray to the Lord.    

         People:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 Leader: That the blessed hope we celebrate this morning might be the fulfillment of all who have gone before 

 us in faith, and all those in whose memory the Christmas flowers are given, let us pray to the Lord.    

         People:  Lord, hear our prayer 
 

Leader:  Let us pray together, the Prayer of Spiritual Communion  

Celebrant sets the pace. 
 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:  
 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 

celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with 

the earnest wish that we may always be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you 

sacramentally, we ask you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves to you, and embrace 

you with all the affections of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live and die in 

your love. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: God of life, we thank you for the mystery planted in us, the paradox of life from death and  

community from scattered disciples. We praise you for the dying which saves us from death and for the rising 

which brings us life. We pray, as we live, through Jesus the risen one, in the power of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

 



 

 

Offertory reminder: Please remember to support the work of Christ through St. Marks', either by mailing your 

financial contributions to the parish post office box or by sending a check via your bank's bill-paying Web page 

to the parish post office box (the address is listed towards the end of the bulletin). Thank you. People like 

yourself help make St. Mark's special. 
 

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.   

Ephesians 5:2 

 

Celebrant sets the pace. 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:  

 (Traditional)                 (Contemporary)  

 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us,  

we are bold to say  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

The Christmas Blessing 

Priest: May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy 

and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 

remain with you always. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us to 

pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

Dismissal Hymn 87   “Hark! The herald angels sing”    Mendelssohn 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

  

1. Hark! the herald angels sing  2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; 

glory to the newborn King!    Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild,   late in time behold him come, 

God and sinners reconciled!    offspring of the Virgin's womb. 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,    Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

join the triumph of the skies;    hail the incarnate Deity. 

with the angelic host proclaim   Pleased as man with man to dwell; 

Christ is born in Bethlehem!    Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

 

3. Mild he lays his glory by,   Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing 

born that we no more may die,     glory to the newborn King! 

born to raise us from the earth, 

born to give us second birth. 

Risen with healing in his wings, 

light and life to all he brings, 

hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

 

When a priest is present, the service ends with the dismissal: 

Priest:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

When a priest is not present, the service ends with the Grace, led by a worship leader or deacon: 

Worship Leader:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Announcements, as had. 
 

A helpful note: If you have caller I.D., please note that Fr. Shaw Mudge may be calling 

from 518-577-2578 or, he may be calling from 518-632-4058. 

 

The Clergy, Vestry and Staff wish you  

and your family a Blessed and  

Merry Christmas. 
  
  

 
_______________________________________________________________________________  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Please remember to send in your pledges and offerings to the parish. The mail in the  
St. Mark's post office box is picked up several times a week. Your pledge payments are  
compiled at least once a month and deposited.  
 

  Mailing address for financial contributions:  

 St. Mark’s Episcopal Church PO Box 1538 New Britain, CT  06050-1538 

 or send checks electronically to the Church via your bank. 
   

 St. Marks keeps going in God’s way, God’s time, and to God’s glory.  

 

The worship services, the parish office, and ministry to the community adapt and continue. 

Your contributions of time, talent, and treasure are appreciated to make it happen.    

People can gather and talk at Coffee Hour before the service or after the service.   

Please remember to turn your phone volume down slightly on the Skype call.   
The Food Pantry ministry continues on Mondays (9 to 2) and Thursdays (9 to 12). 
 

During Covid times, St. Mark's online, Skype, and YouTube services continue.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

VESTRY NOMINATIONS  
 

Vestry nominations are now being sought.  If you are interested,  
communicate with Father Shaw or any vestry member. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Sunday, December 27th – The Service for the First Sunday After Christmas 
will begin at 9:15 a.m. (Time change from the usual Sunday service) 
Sunday, February 7th – St. Mark’s Annual Meeting on Zoom – watch the 
bulletin and Message for more information  
 ____________________________________________________________ 

St. Mark's:  "Open to God's Love - Serving Our Neighbor" 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

2020 CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCE MEMORIAL LIST 
 

 

 

Deceased members of the Agostinucci family 

Deceased members of the Altar Guild 

Benjamin J. Benjamin 

Daniel J. Benjamin 

Jacob and Kandap Benjamin 

Joseph J. Benjamin, Sr. 

Anne Bertini 

John and Ruby Bertini 

Mr. and Mrs. O.F. Bertini 

Anna Marie Briggs 

Christopher Reamer Briggs 

Kevin Douglas Briggs 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Briggs 

Bruce Buckman 

Gary W. Buckman 

Joan Buckman 

William M. Buckman 

Deceased members of the Clifford family 

Fordyce and Rosalie Coe 

David Corson 

Jean Corson 

Deceased members of  

 The Daughters of the King 

Paul L. Dempsey 

A. Murray Duff 

Charlotte F. Duff 

Mary Eshoo 

Nicholas Eshoo 

Patricia Eshoo 

Frances E. Farrell 

Bernice Fazzina 

Eleanor M. Forster 

Arthur N. Fowler 

Arthur S. Fowler 

Sara Fowler 

Ann R. Fowler 

Robert French 

Deceased members of the Giulietti family 

Mabel Gordon 

Eliza Hallowell and family 

Deceased members of the Hard family 

A. Kent and Glenna Hartling 

Beth Hartling 

Steven Hartling 

 

 

 

Eveleen and George Holland 

Pauline and Kenneth Holland 

Alex Horachko 

Anthony and Katherine 

 Horachko 

Curtis and DeGi Jennings 

Edward and Jean King 

Dorothy Kroncke 

Eliza and John Kroncke 

James P. and Olga Kroncke 

Anne Elizabeth Lucas 

Mr. and Mrs. Lester McCormick 

Helen McDowell 

Malcolm McDowell, Sr. 

Rev. Malcolm McDowell, Jr. 

Harriett Birdsey Mitchell 

Howard Gwynne Mitchell 

Anna Molschan 

Nicholas Molschan 

Jan Niebrzydowski 

Edmund and Ellen Robinson 

William and Esther Robinson, Sr. 

William H. Robinson, Jr. 

Mary Robinson 

Nancy Ross 

Deceased members of 

       St. Elizabeth’s Guild 

Donald J. Scagliola, Sr. 

Harry and Lillie Scheuy 

Olive M. Scheuy 

William and Cora Scheuy 

Ruth Smigala 

Edward Smigala 

Veronica Taylor 

Angela Von Achen 

Rosalie Von Achen 

Jennifer Wallberg 

  

  


