
 

 

St. Mark's Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 1538, New Britain, Connecticut 06050-1538 

Parish office (90 Main Street): 860-225-7634 

Email: parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org            Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 

Parish Web site with service information: http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 
 

The Second Sunday of Advent Feast of Nicholas of Myra                 December 6, 2020 
 

Zoom coffee hour 9:30 am; Zoom service 10 am; Zoom coffee hour after the service. 

Zoom Meeting ID 500-865-037 

Enter via the parish Web link at http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org. 

There is also a telephone number you could call on your phone to join the Zoom service: 

1-646-558-8656  (phone charges may apply for the telephone call if you don’t not have unlimited calling). 

--------- 

We are going to try again to unite the Skype callers with our Zoom Service.  

Please call 1-646-558-8656 (New York area code) to call into Zoom. The Zoom meeting ID 

number is: 500-865-037. Fr. Shaw plans to call Skype group people about 9:45 am. If this 

does not work for the Skype group today, the Skype Group service would reconvene at 

10:50 am as a Skype phone service. Yet, if the experiment does work, the Skype Group 

would plan to regularly attend the 10 am Zoom service, via Fr. Shaw's Skype call. 
--------- 

A YouTube playlist of St. Mark’s Sunday services has been created, and has been added to each Sunday 

for your use at any time during the week, via this link on the main parish Web page: 

 http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org  
 

 
Lighting of Advent Candles and Collect 

Responsive Litany - He Will Be Called Mighty God 
  

During Advent we wait for the coming Savior who is our Mighty God.  

 You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures forever. 

We look to the One in whom we find redemption. 

 You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures forever.  

We look to the One who forgives our sins. 

 You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures forever.  

We look to the One who overcomes the darkness. 

 You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures forever.  

We look to the One who has come to set us free. 

 You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures forever. 
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Hymn 67   “Comfort, comfort ye my people”   Psalm 42  

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People:     And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

 

 



 

 

Collect For Purity 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Trisagion 

Celebrant:  Holy God, 

       Holy and Mighty, 

        Holy Immortal One, 

People:  Have mercy upon us. 
 

The Collect of the Day - The Lord be with you.                        R. And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray together, remembering to pause at the punctuation, to let the technology synchronize. 

Celebrant sets the pace. 
 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 
 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 

salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 

coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson    Isaiah 40:1-11 

Lector: Volunteer 
 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
 

“Comfort, O comfort my people,” says your God. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has 

served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.” 

 

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our 

God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 

level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 

together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower 

of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people 

are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high 

mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord GOD comes with might,  

and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a 

shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 82:1-2, 8-13 

Lector:  Volunteer 

 

Leader: You have been gracious to your land, O LORD; * 

People: you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

Leader: You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 

People: and blotted out all their sins. 

Leader: I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 



 

 

People: for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

     and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

Leader: Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 

People: that his glory may dwell in our land. 

Leader: Mercy and truth have met together; * 

People: righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

Leader: Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

People: and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

Leader: The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 

People: and our land will yield its increase. 

Leader: Righteousness shall go before him, * 

People: and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 
 

The Second Lesson  2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Lector:  Volunteer 
 

A Reading from the Second letter of Peter. 

 

 Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 

years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with 

you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 

then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth 

and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading 

lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his 

promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 

 Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without 

spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 

The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sequence Hymn 75     “There’s a voice in the wilderness crying”  Ascension 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Holy Gospel  Mark 1:1-8 
 

Celebrant:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

  As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  

 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way; 

 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight,’ ” 

 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 

were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 

leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful 

than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you 

with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.                                                          People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Shaw Mudge 
 

The Nicene Creed 

  

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

       in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 



 

 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People VI 
 

Leader: Volunteer 

Leader: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

     For all people in their daily life and work; 

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

Leader: For this community, the nation, and the world; 

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

Leader: For the just and proper use of your creation; 

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

Leader: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

Leader: For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

Leader: For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Ian and Laura our Bishops; and for Shaw our Priest, and for all 

bishops and other ministers; 

People: For all who serve God in his Church. 

Leader: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

 The People may add their own petitions 

Leader: Hear us, Lord; 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Leader: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

 The People may add their own thanksgivings 

Leader: We will exalt you, O God our King; 

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

Leader: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

 The People may add their own petitions 

Leader: Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

People: Who put their trust in you. 

Leader: Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant  that we your servants, who now live by 

faith, may with joy behold your Son at his glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and 

Advocate.  

People: Amen. 
 

Leader:  Let us pray together, the Prayer of Spiritual Communion  

Celebrant sets the pace. 
 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:  
 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 

celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with 

the earnest wish that we may always be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you 

sacramentally, we ask you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves to you, and embrace 



 

 

you with all the affections of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live and die in 

your love. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: God of life, we thank you for the mystery planted in us, the paradox of life from death and  

community from scattered disciples. We praise you for the dying which saves us from death and for the rising 

which brings us life. We pray, as we live, through Jesus the risen one, in the power of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Offertory reminder: Please remember to support the work of Christ through St. Marks', either by mailing your 

financial contributions to the parish post office box or by sending a check via your bank's bill-paying Web page 

to the parish post office box (the address is listed towards the end of the bulletin). Thank you. People like 

yourself help make St. Mark's special. 
 

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.   

Ephesians 5:2 
 

 

Celebrant sets the pace. 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:  

 (Traditional)                 (Contemporary)  

 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us,  

we are bold to say  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Advent Blessing 
 

Priest:  May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the 

 blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain      

 with you always. 

Everyone: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us to 

pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

Dismissal Hymn 64  “O heavenly Word, eternal Light” vss. 1-4    O Heiland reiss 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

  

 

 
  

When a priest is present, the service ends with the dismissal: 

Priest:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

When a priest is not present, the service ends with the Grace, led by a worship leader or deacon: 

Worship Leader:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 

People:  Amen. 
 

Announcements, as had. 
 

A helpful note: If you have caller I.D., please note that Fr. Shaw Mudge may be calling 

from 518-577-2578 or, he may be calling from 518-632-4058. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Second Sunday of Advent – December 6, 2020 
Longterm prayers are asked for: Irene Alibrio, Sophia Anderson, Russell Atkinson, Bill Briggs, Cletus Cone, 
Patricia Cone, Henry Coutere, Dave, Debbie, Ron DeRobertis, Elaine, Nancy Fields, Thomas Hard, Gary 
Hudkins, Margaret Hughes, Rachael Johnston, Katherine, Florence Kruvka, Pauline Liese, Lindsay, Louise, 
Carolyn Mansolf, Christopher McLaughlin, Fran Montoya, Gabriella Nauss, Lori Nauss, Nancy Nowlak, Joseph 
O’Tulak, Olivia Pike, Benjamin Pisseri, P.J., Jack Polinco,  Francis and Joann Rusczyk, Debbie Spak, Frank 
Williams, Zachary.   
  

Prayers are offered for: 
Healing:  Ian Lucas, Gail Koerner, John Pilla, Robert Haydasz, Patricia Anderson, Kelly Nauss, Bill 
Briggs, Claire Lucid, Laura Rocco, Danny, Irene Alibrio, Sue Savage, Ann Maltais, Rae Robinson, 
Edward Dubois, Barbara Campbell, Gail Bates, Mary Gould, Linda, Gary, and Ron Napper. 
ECCT Cycle of Prayer: St. Thomas’, Bethel’ Christ Church, Bethlehem; Old St. Andrew’s, 
Bloomfield; ministries to the homeless, for parishes that offer a temporary or permanent shelter. For 
Chapel on the Green, New Haven, Church by the Pond, Hartford, and all Ecclesia ministries and for 
the ministry of the Midnight Runs. 
Those who serve our country: Ryan Beaudoin, Parker Browne, Michael Johnston, and Ed Priesser. 
Parish families: Philip Pearson, Allison Penick, Bruce, Monique, Adrien and Joy Peterkin, John and 
Anne Pilla and family, and Sandra Porter. 
Those who have died, especially, Jonny Onufer, and those who are remembered today:  
Donald and Evelyn Briere. 
  

PRAYER CHAIN: To activate the chain call or email:  
Barbara Campbell – Phone: 860-673-7607  Email: campbellba24@gmail.com  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please remember to send in your pledges and offerings to the parish. The mail in the  
St. Mark's post office box is picked up several times a week. Your pledge payments are  
compiled at least once a month and deposited.  
 

  Mailing address for financial contributions:  

  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church PO Box 1538 New Britain, CT  06050-1538  

  or send checks electronically to the Church via your bank.  
   

 St. Marks keeps going in God’s way, God’s time, and to God’s glory.  

 

The worship services, the parish office, and ministry to the community adapt and continue. 

Your contributions of time, talent, and treasure are appreciated to make it happen.    

 

People can gather and talk at Coffee Hour before the service or after the service.   

Please remember to turn your phone volume down slightly on the Skype call.  
 

Please contact Cheryl in the Parish Office if you have any questions.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Planned Meetings and ministries for December: 
December 8th 6:30 pm - Vestry Dwelling in the Word, meeting ID: 303 521 822 
December 8th 6:45 p.m. – Vestry Zoom Meeting, meeting ID: 303 521 822  
 

The Food Pantry ministry continues on Mondays (9 to 2) and Thursdays (9 to 12). 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

During Covid times, St. Mark's online, Skype, and YouTube services continue.  
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STEWARDSHIP 

Pledge Cards 

   have settled into 

      alphabetical order, 

      all nestled in nicely 

      as they get ready to work. 
  

The banner has been raised again – 

   31 people pledged $49,235.88 

and others are welcome to land. 
 

Come, make yourself comfortable! 

There’s ministry to do – together! 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Season of Advent 

Thank you to Norm and Sue Holland for lighting the Advent Wreath 
each week.   

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

THE ST. MARK’S FOOD PANTRY 
 

The New Britain Stop and Shop Community Bag Program will be held 
this year for the benefit of the St. Mark’s Food Pantry. If you shop at 

Stop and Shop, please consider purchasing a “Give Back” bag and $1 
of each bag will be donated to our food pantry. 

 
The Governor of Connecticut has declared that Food Pantry 
employees and volunteers are essential frontline workers.  

The St. Mark’s Food Pantry has stayed open throughout the COVID-
19 restrictions. Thank you to our volunteers! You have done a 

tremendous job helping families receive food during these trying times. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Christmas Memorial Remembrance Page 

Because we will have a Zoom Service for Christmas, if you would like your loved 

one remembered on Christmas, please send in their name(s) along with your name 

and number to the parish office.  

Please send them into the office by December 21st. 

I will have a page of Christmas Remembrances for the Christmas bulletin.  

Thank you. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.jeffgeerling.com/blog/2011/advent-wreath-vector-illustrat
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 

 

December 6, Nicholas of Myra, Bishop, c. 342 A.D. (St. Nickolas) 
 

He was honored as a saint in Constantinople in the sixth century by the Emperor 

Justinian. His veneration also became immensely popular in the West in the late 

eleventh century. In England, almost 400 churches were dedicated to him. 

 

Nicholas is famed as the traditional patron of seafarers and sailors, and, more 

especially, of children. Many of the accounts of Nicholas ’life recount his habit 

of secret gift-giving to those in need, a tradition that many Christians have felt 

inspired to continue in his honor. 

As a bearer of gifts to children, his name was brought to America by the Dutch 

colonists in New York, from whom he is popularly known as Santa Claus. 

 

 
(Photo of Anthony Hadder and Fr. Shaw Mudge 

 courtesy of Betty Ann Hadder) 
 

A prayer: 

Grant, Almighty God, that thy church may be so inspired by the example of thy servant Nicholas of Myra, that 

it may never cease to work for the welfare of children, the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor, and the help of 

those tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and 

the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen.              Adapted from Lesser Feasts and Fasts, 2018. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
A YouTube playlist of St. Mark’s Sunday  

services has been created, for your use at any time in the week, via a link on the 

main parish Web page: http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  

 
 

December 24, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
  

Join us for our Christmas Eve Services on Zoom.  
  

Enter via the parish Web link at http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org 

Zoom Meeting I.D. Number: 935 2448 8386  
  

There is also a telephone number you could call on your phone to join the Zoom 

service: 1-646-558-8656  (phone charges may apply for the  

telephone call if you don’t not have unlimited calling). 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

St. Mark's:  "Open to God's Love - Serving Our Neighbor" 
 

http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org/

