
 

 

St. Mark's Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 1538, New Britain, Connecticut 06050-1538 

Parish office (90 Main Street): 860-225-7634 

Email: parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org            Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 

Parish Web site with service information: http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 
 

The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 28)                 November 15, 2020 
 

Zoom coffee hour 9:30 am; Zoom service 10 am; Zoom coffee hour after the service. 

Zoom Meeting ID 500-865-037 

Enter via the parish Web link at http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org. 

There is also a telephone number you could call on your phone to join the Zoom service: 

1-646-558-8656  (phone charges may apply for the telephone call if you don’t not have unlimited calling). 

--------- 

Skype phone service continues at 10:50 am on Sundays. Fr. Shaw would call those who are interested.  

--------- 

A YouTube playlist of St. Mark’s Sunday services has been created, for your use at any time in the week, 

via a link on the main parish Web page: http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org 
 

Hymn 53   “Once he came in blessing”   Gottes Sohn ist kommen  

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

 

 

 
Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People:     And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

Collect For Purity 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Gloria 

Celebrant sets the pace. 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  

The Collect of the Day - The Lord be with you.                        R. And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray together, remembering to pause at the punctuation, to let the technology synchronize. 

Celebrant sets the pace. 
 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, 

read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson    Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 

Lector: Volunteer 
 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah. 
 

 Be silent before the Lord GOD! 

  For the day of the LORD is at hand; 

 the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, 

  he has consecrated his guests. 
 

 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

  and I will punish the people 

 who rest complacently on their dregs, 

  those who say in their hearts, 

 “The LORD will not do good, 

  nor will he do harm.” 

 Their wealth shall be plundered, 

  and their houses laid waste. 

 Though they build houses, 

  they shall not inhabit them; 



 

 

 though they plant vineyards, 

  they shall not drink wine from them. 
 

 The great day of the LORD is near, 

  near and hastening fast; 

 the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, 

  the warrior cries aloud there. 

 That day will be a day of wrath, 

  a day of distress and anguish, 

 a day of ruin and devastation, 

  a day of darkness and gloom, 

 a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

  16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

 against the fortified cities 

  and against the lofty battlements. 
 

 I will bring such distress upon people 

  that they shall walk like the blind; 

  because they have sinned against the LORD, 

 their blood shall be poured out like dust, 

  and their flesh like dung. 

 Neither their silver nor their gold 

  will be able to save them 

  on the day of the LORD’s wrath; 

 in the fire of his passion 

  the whole earth shall be consumed; 

 for a full, a terrible end 

  he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 90:1-12 

Lector:  Volunteer 

 

Leader: Lord, you have been our refuge * 

People: from one generation to another. 

Leader: Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, * 

People: from age to age you are God. 

Leader: You turn us back to the dust and say, * 

People: “Go back, O child of earth.” 

Leader: For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 

People: and like a watch in the night. 

Leader: You sweep us away like a dream; * 

People: we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

Leader: In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 

People: in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

Leader: For we consume away in your displeasure; * 

People: we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation. 



 

 

Leader: Our iniquities you have set before you, * 

People: and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 

Leader: When you are angry, all our days are gone; * 

People: we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

Leader: The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty; * 

People: yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and we are gone. 

Leader: Who regards the power of your wrath? * 

People: who rightly fears your indignation? 

Leader: So teach us to number our days, * 

People: that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
 

The Second Lesson  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Lector:  Volunteer 
 

A Reading from Paul’s First letter to the Thessalonians. 

 

 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything 

written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 

When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains 

come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day 

to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 

darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep 

sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and 

put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for 

wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake 

or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are 

doing. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sequence Hymn WLP 721      “Signs of endings all around us”  Ton-y-Botel 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Holy Gospel  Matthew 25:14-30 
 

Celebrant:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 [Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven will be as when] a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves 

and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according 

to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with 

them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But 

the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had 

received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five 

talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 

have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 

talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 

have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were 

a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I 

went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and 

lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you 



 

 

ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own 

with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, 

more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have 

will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.                                                          People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon The Reverend Dr. Shaw Mudge 
 

The Nicene Creed 

  

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

       in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People III 
 

Leader: Volunteer 

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

People: That we all may be one. 

Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 



 

 

People: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

Leader: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Leader: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People: That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Leader: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People: That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Leader: Give to the departed eternal rest; 

People: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Leader: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

[People may add their own petitions.] 

 

Leader:  Let us pray together, the Prayer of Spiritual Communion  

Celebrant sets the pace. 
 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:  
 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 

celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with 

the earnest wish that we may always be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you 

sacramentally, we ask you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves to you, and embrace 

you with all the affections of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live and die in 

your love. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: God of life, we thank you for the mystery planted in us, the paradox of life from death and  

community from scattered disciples. We praise you for the dying which saves us from death and for the rising 

which brings us life. We pray, as we live, through Jesus the risen one, in the power of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Offertory reminder: Please remember to support the work of Christ through St. Marks', either by mailing your 

financial contributions to the parish post office box or by sending a check via your bank's bill-paying Web page 

to the parish post office box (the address is listed towards the end of the bulletin). Thank you. People like 

yourself help make St. Mark's special. 
 

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.   

Ephesians 5:2 
 

Celebrant sets the pace. 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:  

 (Traditional)                 (Contemporary)  



 

 

 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us,  

we are bold to say  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Blessing 

Priest: Grant, Almighty God, that your people may recognize their weakness and put their whole trust in your 

strength, so that they may rejoice for ever in the protection of your loving providence; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us to 

pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

Dismissal Hymn  680 “O God, our help in ages past”    St. Anne 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

 

 
 

When a priest is present, the service ends with the dismissal: 

Priest:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

When a priest is not present, the service ends with the Grace, led by a worship leader or deacon: 

Worship Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with us all evermore. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Announcements, as had. 
 

A helpful note: If you have caller I.D., please note that Fr. Shaw Mudge may be calling 

from  

518-577-2578 (and you may use this 2578 number to reach Fr. Shaw, by leaving him either 

a text message or a phone message) or, he may be calling from 518-632-4058 (a Skype line 

that does not handle messages all that well). 
 

 

 



 

 

The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost – November 15, 2020 
Longterm prayers are asked for: Irene Alibrio, Sophia Anderson, Russell Atkinson, Bill Briggs, Patricia Cone, 
Cletus Cone, Henry Coutere, Dave, Debbie, Ron DeRobertis, Elaine, Nancy Fields, Thomas Hard, Gary 
Hudkins, Margaret Hughes, Rachael Johnston, Katherine, Florence Kruvka, Pauline Liese, Lindsay, Louise, 
Carolyn Mansolf, Christopher McLaughlin, Fran Montoya, Gabriella Nauss, Lori Nauss, Nancy Nowlak, Joseph 
O’Tulak, Olivia Pike, Benjamin Pisseri, P.J., Jack Polinco,  Francis and Joann Rusczyk, Debbie Spak, Frank 
Williams, Zachary.   
  

Prayers are offered for: 
Healing: Ian Lucas, Gail Koerner, John Pilla, Robert Haydasz, Patricia Anderson, Kelly Nauss, Bill 
Briggs, Claire Lucid, Laura Rocco, Danny, Irene Alibrio, Sue Savage, Ann Maltais, Rae Robinson, 
Edward Dubois, Barbara Campbell, Gail Bates, Mary Gould, Linda, Gary, and Ron Napper. 
ECCT Cycle of Prayer: St. Paul’s, Windham; Grace Church, Windsor; St. James’, Winsted; All 
Saints’, Wolcott; ministries with older adults; the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, and the Daughters of the 
King. 
Those who serve our country: Ryan Beaudoin, Parker Browne, Michael Johnston, and Ed Priesser. 
Parish families: Doug, Cheryl, Lindsey and Kelly McDowell, Lisa Merola-Grimm, Ed Grimm, Casey 
Merola and Joshua Grimm and Joan Morgan. 
Those who have died, and those who are remembered today: Daniel Benjamin, Angela Von 
Achen and Jennifer Wallberg. 
  

PRAYER CHAIN: To activate the chain call or email:  
Barbara Campbell – Phone: 860-673-7607  Email: campbellba24@gmail.com  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please remember to send in your pledges and offerings to the parish. The mail in the  
St. Mark's post office box is picked up several times a week. Your pledge payments are  
compiled at least once a month and deposited.  
 

  Mailing address for financial contributions:  

  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church PO Box 1538 New Britain, CT  06050-1538  

  or send checks electronically to the Church via your bank.  
   

 St. Marks keeps going in God’s way, God’s time, and to God’s glory.  

 

The worship services, the parish office, and ministry to the community adapt and continue. 

Your contributions of time, talent, and treasure are appreciated to make it happen.    

 

People can gather and talk at Coffee Hour before the service or after the service.   

Please remember to turn your phone volume down slightly on the Skype call.  
 

Please contact Cheryl in the Parish Office if you have any questions.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Planned Meetings and ministries for December: 
December 2nd – 5:45 p.m. Executive Committee Zoom Meeting 
December 2nd – 7:00 p.m. Finance Committee Zoom Meeting 
December 8th – 6:45 p.m. – Vestry Zoom Meeting  
 

The Food Pantry ministry continues on Mondays (9 to 2) and Thursdays (9 to 12). 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Dear friends, 
 For Connecticut religious gatherings, as we move into the holiday season and people are 
heading more indoors: 
*50% capacity, 100 people maximum. 
*Virtual services encouraged (considered by Governor Lamont as by far the safest way to meet, 
especially for elder parishioners) 
In general: 
* Phase 2.1 is slightly ahead of Phase 2, yet not Phase 3. 
* Mask wearing, washing hands, safe distancing. 
* Governor Lamont's briefing mentioned last week that the virus is now more prevalent among people 
who are 5 to 10 years younger than the main older group last Spring, so the "stay safe, stay home 
focus" is now on people age 60+ (over age 60), down from the age 65+ in the Spring, and is probably 
related to that finding (see about 10:18 into the video, and following). 
The bishops may have more on this tomorrow. 
 

God bless you, peace, and take care, 
Fr. Shaw 
 

St. Mark's online, Skype, and YouTube services continue. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
STEWARDSHIP 

After church last Sunday 

Pledge Cards threw a block party! 

   Yes, they were masked, 
   Their hands were clean, 
   And there was no close dancing 
      at that block party. 
  

It was good to see old friends. 
Some who Zoom or Skype to church 
   haven’t come yet 
      but the rest were sure they were coming. 
New Pledge Cards were more than welcome. 
  

The hymn that brought them to the mailbox? 

Fling out the banner! Let it float 

Skyward and seaward, high and wide: 

      (Second tune, of course) 
And that banner said, 
    So far 29 Pledgers pledged $42,829.88 
    So far 10 people who haven’t pledged most likely will 
    So far 5 people who didn’t pledge in 2020, pledged for 2021. 
 

Tired Pledge Cards were tucked in for the week 

   but there were plans for another block party 
   as they definitely heard others were coming. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

The Season of Advent 
 

The Season of Advent begins on November 29th. We would like to 
light an Advent Wreath each week during our Zoom services.  

If you would like to light a candle or 2 (or 4) for our Advent Zoom 
services, please contact Cheryl in the Parish Office to sign up: 860-2258-7634 or 

parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org  
 

We can be creative with this. If 1 family wants to light all the candles for one 
week or if several families want to light a candle, we can make it work.  

You don’t need an Advent Wreath, just a candle. 
Advent Sundays: November 29, December 6, December 13, December 20 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Zoom Service 

Sunday, November 22nd at 7:00 p.m. 

To join the Zoom Meeting go to: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88962036520?pwd=d1hsUVdjWFBMYzViT2pTWmRFMDdEQT09 
 Meeting ID: 889 6203 6520 
Passcode: 787695 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Parish Office will be closed on  

Thursday, November 26th & Friday, November 27th  
for the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 
 

St. Mark's:  "Open to God's Love - Serving Our Neighbor" 
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