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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                           MAY 21, 2023 
THE SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION:  RITE II at 10:00 A.M. 
St. Mark’s Sunday worship starts at 10 a.m. in the Erwin Chapel and on Zoom  

 

ZOOM & IN-PERSON SERVICE INFORMATION 

Welcome. Our service will always be available on Zoom with Meeting ID 500-865-037.  You can   
enter via the parish Web link at http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org.  You may also enter by calling      
1-646-558-8656. Please either print or have the bulletin open on a separate browser tab to participate 
fully in the service.  
If there is a significant negative change in the trajectory of the Covid-19 pandemic, we will switch to 
Zoom-only worship. An email will be sent out to the parish to alert everyone if the service is to be 
Zoom only. 

In-person services at 90 Main Street will no longer require that everyone wear a mask and maintain a 
safe distance inside the buildings of South Church.  Please use your best judgement concerning mask 
use if you have been exposed to someone who tested positive. Masks will be available for those who 
need them.  Thank you.  

 
Today we welcome Reverend Joan Phelps as our Celebrant and Preacher. 

 
Curtis Searle is our e-verger this week. 

 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
 

Entrance Hymn  214      “Hail the day that sees him rise” Llafair  
 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 

 
Easter Acclamation:   
Celebrant:   Alleluia!  Christ is Risen.  
People:  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
  love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Gloria 
  

People and Celebrant: 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org/
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray together. 
  Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens  
  that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his  
  promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus  
  Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory  
  everlasting. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson  Acts 1:1-11 
Lector: Volunteer 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day 
when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them  
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the  
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, 
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.            R. Thanks be to God. 
          (silence) 
 

Psalm 47 
Volunteer 
 
Leader: Clap your hands, all you peoples; * 
People: shout to God with a cry of joy. 
Leader: For the Lord Most High is to be feared; * 
People: he is the great King over all the earth. 
Leader: He subdues the peoples under us, * 
People: and the nations under our feet. 
Leader: He chooses our inheritance for us, * 
People: the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
Leader: God has gone up with a shout, * 
People: the Lord with the sound of the ram’s-horn. 
Leader: Sing praises to God, sing praises; * 
People: sing praises to our King, sing praises. 



4 

Leader: For God is King of all the earth; * 
People: sing praises with all your skill. 
Leader: God reigns over the nations; * 
People: God sits upon his holy throne. 
Leader: The nobles of the peoples have gathered together * 
People: with the people of the God of Abraham. 
Leader: The rulers of the earth belong to God, * 
People: and he is highly exalted. 
 
The Second Lesson   Ephesians 1:15-23 
Lector: Volunteer 
 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 
 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do 
not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches 
of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and  
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And 
he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

The Word of the Lord.               R. Thanks be to God. 

        (silence) 
 

Sequence Hymn 495   “Hail, thou once despis’d Jesus” In Babilone 
 

The Holy Gospel                                                                Luke 24:44-53 

 

Clergy:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

[Jesus said to his disciples,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you - that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to 
rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name 
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you 
what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was  
blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

Clergy:   The Gospel of the Lord.                           People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
        (silence) 
The Sermon       Reverend Joan Phelps 
 
The Creed 
 
Celebrant sets the pace. 
People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
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maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People VI 
Volunteer  
 

Leader: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
     For all people in their daily life and work; 
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
Leader: For this community, the nation, and the world; 
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
Leader: For the just and proper use of your creation; 
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
Leader: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
Leader: For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
Leader: For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Jeffrey and Laura our Bishops; and for all Priests, and for all 
bishops and other ministers; 
People: For all who serve God in his Church. 
Leader: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 The People may add their own petitions 
Leader: Hear us, Lord; 
People: For your mercy is great. 
Leader: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 The People may add their own thanksgivings 
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Leader: We will exalt you, O God our King; 
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
Leader: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 The People may add their own petitions 
Leader: Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
People: Who put their trust in you. 
 

Celebrant:  Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may  
  obtain effectually, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Celebrant and People: Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
  strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
  Amen. 

The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you.    

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Sentence 
Celebrant: Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father  
  Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  Through your dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. After his glorious resurrection he openly 
  appeared to his disciples, and in their sight ascended into heaven, to prepare a place for us; that  
  where he is, there we might also be, and reign with him in glory. 
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  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
  of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
Sanctus 
Celebrant and People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
    heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

     Hosanna in the highest. 
    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

     Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
  into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
  eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
  and Father of all. 

  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect  
  sacrifice for the whole world. 

  On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and  
  when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  
  This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
  “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
  for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People:  Christ has died. 
    Christ is risen. 
    Christ will come again. 

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
  Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
  food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
  holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
  your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  
  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Celebrant and People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy Name, 
      thy kingdom come, 
      thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread. 
     And forgive us our trespasses, 

      as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
     And lead us not into temptation, 

      but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom, 

      and the power, and the glory, 
      forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
  feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
Communion is open to all baptized Christians, and for precautionary measures, only consecrated bread is  

distributed. If coming forward to receive the bread, please keep a respectful 6 foot distance  
from the people in front of you, if you do not live in the same dwelling.  

To receive the bread, please extend your hands and keep them level. The priest will drop the wafer into your 
hands. Please take the bread back to your seat and consume it there, briefly moving your mask, to do so.  

In Anglican liturgy, receiving bread is equivalent to receiving bread and wine. 
 

The Prayer of Spiritual Communion  (to be said by those worshiping on Zoom.) 
 

Celebrant sets the pace. 
 In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 
 celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies 
 with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you 
 sacramentally, we ask you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves to you, and 
 embrace you with all the affections of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we 
 live and die in your love. Amen. 
 

Postcommunion Prayer        
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People:  
 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
 Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
 Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
 you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
Celebrant:  The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain  
  with you for ever.  
People: Amen. 
 

Dismissal Hymn 481  “Rejoice, the Lord is King” Gospel 
 
Priest, Deacon or  
Worship Leader:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
  

    
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in putting the service together today. 
Please join us for Coffee Hour in the Parlor following the service. 

 

 
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