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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT - YEAR A                          MARCH 19, 2023 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION:  RITE II at 10:00 A.M. 
St. Mark’s Sunday worship starts at 10 a.m. in the Erwin Chapel and on Zoom  

 

ZOOM & IN-PERSON SERVICE INFORMATION 

Welcome. Our service will always be available on Zoom with Meeting ID 500-865-037.  You can   
enter via the parish Web link at http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org.  You may also enter by calling      
1-646-558-8656. Please either print or have the bulletin open on a separate browser tab to participate 
fully in the service.  

If there is a significant negative change in the trajectory of the Covid-19 pandemic, we will switch to 
Zoom-only worship. An email will be sent out to the parish to alert everyone if the service is to be 
Zoom only. 

In-person services at 90 Main Street will no longer require that everyone wear a mask and maintain a 
safe distance inside the buildings of South Church.  Please use your best judgement concerning mask 
use if you have been exposed to someone who tested positive. Masks will be available for those who 
need them.  Thank you.  

 

Curtis Searle is our e-verger this week. 

 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
 

Entrance Hymn 417    “Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain” Festival Canticle 
 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 

Opening Acclamation  
Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People:       Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Collect For Purity 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  
  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly  
  love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Gloria 
Celebrant sets the pace. 
People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 

http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org/
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you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray together. 
 

  O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread:  
  Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and 
  reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The First Lesson  Isaiah 52:7-10 
Lector: Volunteer 
 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 How beautiful upon the mountains 
 are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
 who brings good news, 
 who announces salvation, 
 who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 
 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
 together they sing for joy; 
 for in plain sight they see 
 the return of the LORD to Zion. 
 Break forth together into singing, 
 you ruins of Jerusalem; 
 for the LORD has comforted his people, 
 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
 The LORD has bared his holy arm 
 before the eyes of all the nations; 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see 
 the salvation of our God. 
 

The Word of the Lord.            R. Thanks be to God. 
          (silence) 
 

 
Psalm 2:7-10 
Volunteer 
 
Leader: Let me announce the decree of the Lord: * 
People: he said to me, "You are my Son; this day have I begotten you. 
Leader:  Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance * 
People: and the ends of the earth for your possession. 
Leader: You shall crush them with an iron rod * 
People:  and shatter them like a piece of pottery." 
Leader: And now, you kings, be wise; * 
People: be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
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The Second Lesson   Ephesians 4:7-8, 11-16 
Lector: Volunteer 
 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Ephesians. 

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it is said, 
 "When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;  
 he gave gifts to his people." 
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teach-
ers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 
Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by peo-
ple's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in eve-
ry way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every lig-
ament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body's growth in building itself 
up in love. 
 

The Word of the Lord.               R. Thanks be to God. 

        (silence) 
 
Sequence Hymn 343   “Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless” St. Agnes 
 
The Holy Gospel                                                                Mark 1:1-15 

Clergy:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
 "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
 who will prepare your way; 
 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight,'" 
 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, "The one who is more power-
ful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized 
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 
 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as 
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by 
Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, 
"The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near, repent, and believe in the good news." 
 

Clergy:   The Gospel of the Lord.                           People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
        (silence) 
 
The Sermon   Stephen Hard, M. Div 
 Senior Warden 
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The Creed 
Celebrant sets the pace. 
People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People IV 

Leader: Volunteer 
Leader: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
     For all people in their daily life and work; 
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
Leader: For this community, the nation, and the world; 
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
Leader: For the just and proper use of your creation; 
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
Leader: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
Leader: For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
Leader: For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Jeffrey and Laura our Bishops; and for all Priests, and for all 
   bishops and other ministers; 
People: For all who serve God in his Church. 
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Leader: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 The People may add their own petitions 
Leader: Hear us, Lord; 
People: For your mercy is great. 
Leader: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 The People may add their own thanksgivings 
Leader: We will exalt you, O God our King; 
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
Leader: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 The People may add their own petitions 
Leader: Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
People: Who put their trust in you. 
 

The Prayer of Spiritual Communion   
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray together, the Prayer of Spiritual Communion  
Celebrant sets the pace. 
 In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 
 celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies 
 with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you 
 sacramentally, we ask you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves to you, and 
 embrace you with all the affections of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we 
 live and die in your love. Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may 
  obtain effectually, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ  our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, and offering and sacrifice to God. 
   

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

People and Celebrant:   
  Our Father in heaven, 
      hallowed be your Name, 
      your kingdom come, 
      your will be done, 
      on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins 
      as we forgive those 
      sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial, 
      and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, 
     and the glory are yours, 
     now and for ever. Amen.  

 
Worship Leader or Deacon:  Let us bless the Lord 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Announcements 
 
Dismissal Hymn  174    “At the Lamb’s high feast we sing”  Salzburg  
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The Fourth Sunday in Lent - March 19, 2023 
Longterm prayers are asked for: Stacey Albert, Irene Alibrio, Patricia Anderson, Bill Briggs,  
Barbara Canzonetti, Cletus Cone, Patricia Cone, Gary Hudkins, Margaret Hughes, Mike Krumrine, 
Florence Kruvka, Claire Lucid, Ann Maltais, Manny Monteiro, Kelly Nauss, Rae Robinson, Francis and 
Joann Rusczyk and Harry Thompson.  

Healing: Patricia Cone, Deb Warner, Brody Searle, Elora Cass, Georgie Bethel, and Cheryl Hanson. 
ECCT Cycle of Prayer: St. Mark’s, New Canaan; Christ Church, New Haven; St. James’, New Haven; 
parishes in transition, transition teams, and interim clergy. 
Those who serve our country: Ryan Alexander, Tiana Baptiste, Ryan Beaudoin, Parker Browne,  
Michael Johnston, and Ed Priesser. 
Parish families: Mary Jo Ronstrom, Mark Sanderson, Linda and Raymond Sanford, Robert Sargis,  
Susan Savage and Jackie Schenck. 
Those who have died, and those who are remembered today: Deceased members of St. Mark’s 
Parish. 
 
PRAYER CHAIN: To activate the chain call or email:  
Barbara Campbell – Phone: 860-673-7607  Email: campbellba24@gmail.com  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------- 

 

Please remember to send in your pledges and offerings to the parish. The mail in the  
St. Mark's post office box is picked up several times a week. Your pledge payments are  
compiled at least once a month and deposited.  

  Mailing address for financial contributions:  

  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church PO Box 1538 New Britain, CT  06050-1538  

  or send checks electronically to the Church via your bank.  
   

 St. Marks keeps going in God’s way, God’s time, and to God’s glory.  
 

The worship services, the parish office, and ministry to the community adapt and continue. Your 

contributions of time, talent, and treasure are appreciated to make it happen. 
    

 

The Food Pantry ministry continues on Mondays (9 to 2) and Thursdays (9 to 2). 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Sunday, April 23 - 10:00 a.m. - St. Mark’s Day -  
        Service in the Erwin Chapel 
 
Sunday, April 30 - 10:00 a.m. - Service in the Erwin Chapel with Rev. Joan Phelps 

Worship Leader:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

    

Thank you to everyone who participated in putting the service together today. 

mailto:campbellba24@gmail.com
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From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #401592M All rights reserved. 

TO HELP OUR FOOD  PANTRY YOU MAY PURCHASE A 
BAG AT  THE NEW BRITAIN  

STOP & SHOP 
(Ends on April 30) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 - Walk Against Hunger -  

Dunkin Park Hartford -  
If you would like to donate to Food Share AND  

St. Mark’s Food Pantry please see the poster on our  
bulletin board outside the parish office.  

 
Watch the bulletin and Message for more information.  

 
 
 
 
 
 


