
 

 

St. Mark's Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 1538, New Britain, Connecticut 06050-1538 

Parish office (90 Main Street): 860-225-7634 

Email: parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org            Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 

Parish Web site with service information: http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 
 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent     March 21, 2021 
  

Virtual doors to open at 9:30 am.  

Zoom coffee hour after the service.  

Zoom Meeting ID 500-865-037 

Enter via the parish Web link at http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org. 

There is also a telephone number you could call on your phone to join the Zoom service: 

1-646-558-8656  (phone charges may apply for the telephone call if you do not have 

unlimited calling). Stephen Hard and Ben Gryk are co-hosts of the Zoom service. 
--------- 

Hymn 148        “Creator of the earth and skies”    Uffingham   

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

 

 

 
 

Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant:  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People:       His mercy endures for ever. 
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Collect For Purity 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly  

  love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Celebrant: Lord, have mercy. 

People: Christ have mercy. 

Celebrant: Lord, have mercy. 

 

The Collect of the Day - The Lord be with you.                        R. And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray together. 

Celebrant sets the pace. 
 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 
 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your 

people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied 

changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The First Lesson    Jeremiah 31:31-34  

Lector: Video Zoom Volunteer 
 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 
 

 “The days are surely coming,” says the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them 

by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt - a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,” 

says the LORD. “But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” says the 

LORD: “I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 

be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” says the LORD; “for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 

their sin no more.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 51:1-13 

Lector: The Same Video Zoom Volunteer as read first lesson. 

 

Leader: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; * 

People: in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

Leader: Wash me through and through from my wickedness, * 

People: and cleanse me from my sin. 

Leader: For I know my transgressions, * 

People: and my sin is ever before me. 

Leader: Against you only have I sinned * 

People: and done what is evil in your sight. 

Leader: And so you are justified when you speak * 

People: and upright in your judgment. 

Leader: Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * 



 

 

People: a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

Leader: For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * 

People: and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 

Leader: Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * 

People: wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 

Leader: Make me hear of joy and gladness, * 

People: that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

Leader: Hide your face from my sins, * 

People: and blot out all my iniquities. 

Leader: Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 

People: and renew a right spirit within me. 

Leader: Cast me not away from your presence, * 

People: and take not your holy Spirit from me. 

Leader: Give me the joy of your saving help again * 

People: and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

 

The Second Lesson  Hebrews 5:5-10 

Lector:  Telephone Volunteer 
 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Hebrews. 
 

 Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him,  

 “You are my Son, 

  today I have begotten you”; 

as he says also in another place,  

 “You are a priest forever, 

  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one 

who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a 

Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of 

eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 

Melchizedek. 
 

The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sequence Hymn 474     “When I survey the Wondrous cross ”  Rockingham 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

 

 

 
The Holy Gospel John 12:20-33 
 

The People unmute themselves. 

 
Celebrant:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who 

was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then 

Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 

grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 

world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 

also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 



 

 

 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say - ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this 

reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have 

glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others 

said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is 

the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the 

earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.                                                          People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon The Rt. Rev. Laura J. Ahrens 

 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows             

Celebrant:  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?  

People: I do. 

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father? 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

       He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

             and born of the Virgin Mary. 

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

             was crucified, died, and was buried. 

       He descended to the dead. 

       On the third day he rose again. 

       He ascended into heaven, 

             and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

       He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy catholic Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in  

  the prayers?  

People: I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 

Lord? 

People: I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People: I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People: I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant:  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human  

  being? 

People:  I will with God’s help. 

Celebrant:  May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water  

  and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his  

  grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

The Prayers of the People III 

Leader: Barbara Campbell 

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

People: That we all may be one. 

Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

People: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

Leader: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Leader: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People: That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Leader: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People: That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Leader: Give to the departed eternal rest; 

People: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Leader: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

[People may add their own petitions.] 

 

Leader:  Let us pray together, the Prayer of Spiritual Communion  

Celebrant sets the pace. 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:  

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 

celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with 

the earnest wish that we may always be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you 

sacramentally, we ask you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves to you, and embrace 

you with all the affections of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live and die in 

your love. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: God of life, we thank you for the mystery planted in us, the paradox of life from death and  

 community from scattered disciples. We praise you for the dying which saves us from death and for the 

 rising which brings us life. We pray, as we live, through Jesus the risen one, in the power of the Holy 

 Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with 

 compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you 

 we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Offertory reminder: Please remember to support the work of Christ through St. Marks', either by mailing your 

financial contributions to the parish post office box or by sending a check via your bank's bill-paying Web page 

to the parish post office box (the address is listed towards the end of the bulletin). Thank you. People like 

yourself help make St. Mark's special. 
 

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.   

Ephesians 5:2 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Celebrant sets the pace. 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:  

 (Traditional)                 (Contemporary)  

 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us,  

we are bold to say  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Grace 
 

Celebrant:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

 with us all evermore. Amen. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us to 

pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

Dismissal Hymn 495     “Hail, thou once despis’d Jesus”     In Babilone 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

  

  

  

 

 
If using Zoom, the People unmute themselves. 

When a priest is present, the service ends with the dismissal: 

Priest:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

When a priest is not present, the service ends with the Grace, led by a worship leader or deacon: 

Worship Leader:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People:  Amen. 

Announcements, as had. 
 

A helpful note: If you have caller I.D., please note that Fr. Shaw Mudge may be calling 

from 518-577-2578 or, he may be calling from 518-632-4058. 

 



 

 

 

 
Go to: 

https://www.episcopalct.org/spring-training/ 
for more information or to register 

 

 

 

 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent – March 21, 2021 

Longterm prayers are asked for: Irene Alibrio, Sophia Anderson, Russell Atkinson, Bill Briggs, Cletus Cone, 

Patricia Cone, Dave, Debbie, Gary Hudkins, Margaret Hughes, Rachael Johnston, Katherine, Gail Koerner, 
Florence Kruvka, Lindsay, Louise, Ann Maltais, Christopher McLaughlin, Ron Napper, Gabriella Nauss, Lori 

Nauss, Nancy Nowlak, Joseph O’Tulak, Benjamin Pisseri, P.J., Rae Robinson, Francis and Joann Rusczyk, 

Sue Savage, Debbie Spak, and Zachary.   
  

Prayers are offered for: 
Healing: Joseph Howard, Gail Koerner, Patricia Anderson, Kelly Nauss, Bill Briggs, Claire Lucid, 
Laura Rocco, Danny, Edward Dubois, Barbara Campbell, Gail Bates, Mary Gould, and Linda. 
ECCT Cycle of Prayer: Grace Church, Hartford; St. Martin’s, Hartford; St. Monica’s, Hartford; ECCT 
Joint Leadership members of the Mission Council, Missionary Society, Standing Committee, 
Commission on Ministry and Donations & Bequests. 
Those who serve our country: Ryan Beaudoin, Parker Browne, Michael Johnston, and Ed Priesser. 
Parish families: Paul Eshoo and family, Paul and Yvonne Gerardi, and Mark. Giulietti and Stephen 
Hard. 
Those who have died, and those who are remembered today: Evelyn Briere and Rosalie Von 
Achen. 
  

PRAYER CHAIN: To activate the chain call or email:  
Barbara Campbell – Phone: 860-673-7607  Email: campbellba24@gmail.com  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please remember to send in your pledges and offerings to the parish. The mail in the  
St. Mark's post office box is picked up several times a week. Your pledge payments are  
compiled at least once a month and deposited.  

  Mailing address for financial contributions:  

  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church PO Box 1538 New Britain, CT  06050-1538  

  or send checks electronically to the Church via your bank.  
   

 St. Marks keeps going in God’s way, God’s time, and to God’s glory.  

 

The worship services, the parish office, and ministry to the community adapt and continue. 

Your contributions of time, talent, and treasure are appreciated to make it happen.    
 

People can gather and talk at Coffee Hour before the service or after the service.   

Please remember to turn your phone volume down slightly on the Skype call.  
Please contact Cheryl in the Parish Office if you have any questions.  
The Food Pantry ministry continues on Mondays (9 to 2) and Thursdays (9 to 12). 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Sleuthing for Slavery and Supremacy with a Saint called Mark 
by Barbara A. Campbell, Ph.D. 

Chapter 3 
March 14, 2021 

  
            It was just 14 people who started the first St. Mark’s.  That first building was consecrated 
Dec 7, 1837.  And where was it?  It was on the north side of East Main St.  Also on East Main St. was 
the shop of George M. Landers where he started manufacturing hardware – cutlery, coffee grinders, 
food scales. 
            First St. Mark’s had 24 pews for the congregation and 5 in the choir.  It would seat about 200 
people, perhaps we sat closer together pre-Covid!  Timber for the church came to Plainville on the 
Farmington Canal and was drawn to New Britain by teams of horses.  There was a fine organ.  We 
were the 7th Episcopal Church in Hartford County and our first rector for the first year was Dr. 
Nathaniel S. Wheaton, President of Washington (now Trinity) College. 
            We didn’t stay in that building long.  By 1846, there were 25 families.  In 1847 that first  
St. Mark’s building was sold and removed from the site for $500.  It was moved to Myrtle St., made 
into a tenement house and later became part of St. Mary’s School building. 
            Construction of the second St. Mark’s building started in 1847 at West Main St. and 
Washington St.  That grand new wooden structure would seat 300 and was consecrated  
Dec 23, 1848.  
            Reference to race was made that “The Strickland Brothers of New Britain had charge of the 
mason work and a colored man ‘Lem.’ Powers laid the stone work for them”, and for the 2nd  
St. Mark’s.  Was masonry a particularly Black skill here at that time?  Who were the Strickland 
Brothers?  Was there a backstory which might explain the racial reference?  Was he a free 
person?  This was 13 years before the Civil War, or as I was taught in Alabama, the Heart of Dixie; 
“the War between the States”.   What was our experience during 1861-1865?  See next week. 
             Have a look at Colson Whitehead’s The Underground Railroad.  The first chapters will be 
difficult to read, not because of long words but they are written by a Black man in a Black voice about 
the experience of slavery.  It is fiction and sounds real.  Stick with it and you will grow to sympathize 
with the enslaved characters.   You’ve heard, or maybe read yourself, the elementary school social 
studies textbooks that say “slaves were treated like family”.  “Like family” and “I own you” are two very 
different relationships!  What should a third or fourth grader be told?  What is true and 
appropriate for 4th grade ears, heads, and hearts? 
            My take away from the book is the utter and complete disregard for the humanity of Cora, 
Royal, Caesar (and I could go on) by the white citizens who owned them.  A necessary read in these 
times as we watched the 8 minute and 46 second death of George Floyd and now the murder trial in 
Minnesota. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

• Sunday, March 28 - 10:00 a.m. – Palm Sunday Service 

• Thursday, April 1 – 7:00 p.m. – Maundy Zoom Service 

• Friday, April 2 – 7:00 p.m. – Good Friday Zoom Service  

• Sunday, April 4 – 10:00 a.m. – Easter Sunday Zoom Service 
All Zoom Holy Week and Easter Services video meeting number: 500-865-037.  
Or audio by phone: 1-646-558-8656, and then meeting number: 500-865-037.   

 

St. Mark's:  "Open to God's Love - Serving Our Neighbor" 



 

 

Please bring your donations to the St. Mark’s Food Pantry any 

day, Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.       

Stephen Hard had offered to bring the items collected to    

Christ Church Cathedral. Thank you! 
  

 


