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PALM SUNDAY 

 

March 28, 2021 

 



 

 

Sunday of the Passion:  Palm Sunday                 March 28, 2021 

 

Palm Sunday Antecommunion II Service 

April 1, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
  

The "doors to this service" open at 9:30 a.m. Service to begin at 10 a.m.  

Zoom video meeting number: 500-865-037.  

Or audio by phone: 1-646-558-8656, and then meeting number: 500-865-037.   

If phoning: press "star" and then "6" to mute; or press "star" and then "6" to unmute.  

(please do not press both "star" and "6" at the same time)    
 

When circumstances permit, the congregation may gather apart from the church. 

 

Branches of palm, indigenous trees, or shrubs may be used, or pictures of them shared online, set aside in the 

house, or shown outside the house for the benefit of neighbors.   
 

THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS 

Celebrant:  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People:  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
  

Celebrant:  Let us pray.        

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the  

contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  

People:  Amen. 
  

Volunteer or Celebrant                                    Mark 11:1-11 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent 

two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, 

you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why 

are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They went 

away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystand-

ers said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they al-

lowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 

Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the 

fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it was 

already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you  

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

Celebrant: It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through 

your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was  



 

 

proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let 

the[se] branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him 

as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the 

Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.  

  

Celebrant:  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People:  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant:  Let us go forth in peace. 

People:  In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Hymn: 154  “All glory, laud, and honor”  Valet will ich dir geben   

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 
 

Verse 1 and Refrain: 

All glory, laud and honor,     4. To Thee, before Thy passion, 

To Thee, Redeemer, King,     They sang their hymns of praise; 

To Whom the lips of children    To Thee, now high exalted, 

Made sweet hosannas ring.     Our Melody we raise. Refrain 
 

2. Thou art the King of Israel,    5. Thou didst accept their praises; 

Thou David’s royal Son,     Accept the prayers we bring, 

Who in the Lord’s Name comest,    Who in all good delightest, 

The King and Blessed One. Refrain   Thou good and gracious King. Refrain 
 

3. The company of angels 

Are praising Thee on High, 

And mortal men and all things 

Created make reply. Refrain 

 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  Confitemini Domino  
 

Celebrant:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 

People:  His mercy endures for ever. 

Celebrant:  Let Israel now proclaim, * 

People:  "His mercy endures for ever." 

Celebrant:  Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 

People:  I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  "This is the gate of the Lord; * 

People:  he who is righteous may enter." 

Celebrant:  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 

People:  and have become my salvation. 

Celebrant:  The same stone which the builders rejected * 

People:  has become the chief cornerstone. 

Celebrant:  This is the Lord's doing, * 

People:  and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

Celebrant:  On this day the Lord has acted; * 

People:  we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Celebrant:  Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! * 

People:  Lord, send us now success. 

Celebrant:  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; * 



 

 

People:  we bless you from the house of the Lord. 

Celebrant:  God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; * 

People:  form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar. 

Celebrant:  "You are my God, and I will thank you; * 

People:  you are my God, and I will exalt you." 

Celebrant:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 

People:  his mercy endures for ever. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray, remembering to pause at the punctuation. 

  

Everyone:  Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the 

example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also 

share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The First Lesson                  Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Volunteer 
 

A Reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah. 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens - wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened 

my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my 

cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps 

me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put 

to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my  

adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?  
  

The Word of the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God 

  

Psalm 31:9-16  

Leader: Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 

People: my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 

Leader: For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; * 

People: my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 

Leader: I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 

   a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 

People: when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

Leader: I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 

People: I am as useless as a broken pot. 

Leader: For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; * 

People: they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.  

Leader: But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 

People: I have said, "You are my God. 

  



 

 

Leader: My times are in your hand; * 

People: rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 

Leader: Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 

People: and in your loving-kindness save me."  

  

The Second Lesson            Philippians 2:5-11 

Volunteer.   
 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians. 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 

equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 

death - even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 

name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
  

The Word of the Lord.                                        People: Thanks be to God 

  

Sequence Hymn 158   “Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended”     Herzliebster Jesu 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 
 

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended, 

that man to judge thee hath in hate pretended? 

By foes derided, by thine own rejected, 

O most afflicted. 

 

THE PASSION GOSPEL  Mark 15:1-15:39  
Celebrant is the Jesus. 

Volunteer reads the other parts. 
 

Celebrant:  The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Cheryl, please omit "Saint") 

The customary responses before the Gospel are omitted. 
 

 The Passion will be proclaimed in parts. The congregation is invited to unmute themselves to proclaim all parts 

that are bold. 
 

Narrator:  The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  

The customary responses before the Gospel are omitted. 
 

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and 

the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate.  

Pilate:   Are you the King of the Jews? 

Jesus:   You say so. 

Narrator:  Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, 

Pilate:   Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you. 

Narrator:  But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.  

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. Now a 

man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the insur-

rection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then 

Pilate answered them, 

Pilate:  Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews? 



 

 

Narrator:  For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the 

chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to 

them again, 

Pilate:  Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews? 

Narrator:  They crowd shouted back:  
 

Crowd:   Crucify him! 
 

Narrator: Pilate asked them, 

Pilate:   Why, what evil has he done? 

Narrator:  But they shouted all the more, 
 

Crowd:   Crucify him! 
 

Narrator:  So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he 

handed him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that 

is, the governor's headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him 

in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they be-

gan saluting him, saying, 

Soldier: Hail, King of the Jews! 

Narrator:  They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mock-

ing him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him 

out to crucify him. The soldiers compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to 

carry Jesus' cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then the soldiers 

brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered 

him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And the soldiers crucified Jesus, and divided 

his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. It was nine o'clock in the 

morning when they crucified Jesus. The inscription of the charge against him read, "The King of 

the Jews." And with Jesus they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those 

who passed by derided Jesus, shaking their heads and saying, 

Passer-by:  Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come 

down from the cross! 

Narrator:  In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking Jesus among them-

selves and saying, 

Chief Priest:  He saved others; he cannot save himself.  

Scribe: Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and be-

lieve. 

Narrator:  Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. When it was noon, darkness came over the 

whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 

Jesus:  Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?  (ee-LOY, ee-LOY,  LEH-mah  sah-bach-THAH-nee?) 

Narrator: Which means, 

Jesus:  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Narrator:  When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 

Bystander 1:  Listen, he is calling for Elijah. 

Narrator:  And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, 

saying, 

Bystander 2:  Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down. 

Narrator:  Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.   
 

  Silence may be kept. 
 



 

 

And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.  Now when the centurion, 

who stood facing him, saw that in this way Jesus breathed his last, he said, 

Centurion: Truly this man was God's Son! 
  

The customary responses after the Gospel are omitted. 
 

Sermon  The Reverend Dr. Shaw Mudge 
  

The Prayers of the People 

Volunteer 
 

Leader: We have heard again the passion of our Lord, into which we are baptized. Recreated by the mind of 

Christ, let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs,  

saying: "Lord, have mercy." 

 

Leader: For the whole church throughout the world, for its bishops and clergy, especially Justin, Archbishop of 

Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Ian and Laura, our Bishops; and Shaw, our priest, let us pray:  

            Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For peace among nations, for Joseph, our President, for the leaders of all nations, for Ned our Gover-

nor, Erin our Mayor, for forbearance among all people, and for all those who serve their country, let us pray: 

            Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For this assembly as we walk the road toward the cross, especially for all our parish families, let us 

pray:             Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For the weary and the sick, including those who are mentioned in our bulletin, for those who are con-

sumed with sorrow, for those affected or potentially affected by the Coronavirus-19 and/or by other medical 

situations, and any others known to us, let us pray:      Lord, have mercy. 

 

Let us pray, together:  

Everyone: This is another day, O Lord. We know not what it will bring forth, but make us ready, Lord 

for whatever it may be. If we are to stand up, help us to stand bravely. If we are to sit still, help us to sit 

quietly. If we are to lie low, help us to do it patiently. And if we are to do nothing, let us do it gallantly. 

Make these words more than words, and give us the Spirit of Jesus. Amen.      

 

Leader: For our Parish, let us pray:         Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For our blessings, and for other thanksgivings known to us, let us pray:   Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For all the departed, who had the mind of Christ and were humble servants of God, and for those who 

have died and are remembered today. For ourselves, that we may be obedient even unto death, let us pray:  

            Lord, have mercy. 

 Leader: Into your hands, Oh God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, through your Son,  

Jesus Christ our Lord.          Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: Let us pray together, the Prayer of Spiritual Communion: 

Celebrant leading everyone: 

 In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is    

 celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body with 

 the earnest wish that I may always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive you             

 sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace you 

 with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live and die in 

 your love. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may  

  obtain effectually, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

  

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, (everyone): 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing  

Celebrant:  Bow down before the Lord.  

 Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus 

 Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon 

 the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

   

Dismissal Hymn 168   “O sacred head, sore wounded”    Herzlich tut mich verlangen 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 
 

O sacred Head, now wounded, with grif and shame weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, Thine only crown; 

O sacred Head, what glory, what bliss till now was Thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 
 

What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered, was all for sinners’ gain; 

Mine, mine was the transgression, but Thine the deadly pain. 

Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ‘Tis I deserve Thy place; 

Look on me with Thy favor, vouchsafe to me Thy grace. 
 

What language shall I borrow to thank Thee, dearest friend, 

For this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end? 

O make me Thine forever, and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to Thee. 

 

Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Palm Sunday – March 28, 2021 
Longterm prayers are asked for: Irene Alibrio, Sophia Anderson, Russell Atkinson, Bill Briggs, Cletus 

Cone, Patricia Cone, Dave, Debbie, Gary Hudkins, Margaret Hughes, Rachael Johnston, Katherine, Gail 
Koerner, Florence Kruvka, Lindsay, Louise, Ann Maltais, Christopher McLaughlin, Ron Napper, Gabriella 

Nauss, Lori Nauss, Nancy Nowlak, Joseph O’Tulak, Benjamin Pisseri, P.J., Rae Robinson, Francis and 

Joann Rusczyk, Sue Savage, Debbie Spak, and Zachary.   

  

Prayers are offered for: 
Healing: Rosaline Britles, Joseph Howard, Gail Koerner, Patricia Anderson, Kelly Nauss, Bill Briggs, 
Claire Lucid, Laura Rocco, Danny, Edward Dubois, Barbara Campbell, Gail Bates, Mary Gould, and 
Linda.  
ECCT Cycle of Prayer: Trinity, Hartford; St. Peter’s, Hebron; St. James’, Higganum; All Saints’,  
Iveryton; The Program & Budget Committee, Faith and Order Committee; Convention planning com-
mittee; and the Convention worship committee. 
Those who serve our country: Ryan Beaudoin, Parker Browne, Michael Johnston, and Ed Priesser. 
Parish families: Donna, Selden IV and Rebecca Griffen, Thomas and Anna Griffen, Benjamin and 
Eva Gryk, Betty Ann Hadder, Manny Monteiro and Anthony Hadder.  
Those who have died, and those who are remembered today: John Giulietti and Anna and James 
Love. 
  
PRAYER CHAIN: To activate the chain call or email:  
Barbara Campbell – Phone: 860-673-7607Email: campbellba24@gmail.com  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please remember to send in your pledges and offerings to the parish. The mail in the  
St. Mark's post office box is picked up several times a week. Your pledge payments are  
compiled at least once a month and deposited.  

  Mailing address for financial contributions:  

  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church PO Box 1538 New Britain, CT  06050-1538  

  or send checks electronically to the Church via your bank.  
   

 St. Marks keeps going in God’s way, God’s time, and to God’s glory.  

 

The worship services, the parish office, and ministry to the community adapt and continue. 

Your contributions of time, talent, and treasure are appreciated to make it happen.    
 

People can gather and talk at Coffee Hour before the service or after the service.   

Please remember to turn your phone volume down slightly on the Skype call.  
Please contact Cheryl in the Parish Office if you have any questions.  
The Food Pantry ministry continues on Mondays (9 to 2) and Thursdays (9 to 12). 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Sleuthing for Slavery and Supremacy with a Saint called Mark 
by Barbara A. Campbell, Ph.D. 

Chapter 4 
March 28, 2021 

 
            The Civil War – what was St. Mark’s participation?  What was the War all about?  States’ 
rights?  An economy fueled by slavery?  White supremacy?  Let’s relax and start with music. 
            J. Willard Parsons played the church organ in 1851 when he was a 7 year old so small his 
feet could not touch the pedals as he sat on the stool.  He began to play regularly about 1854.  With 
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the exception of a few months when young Parsons was in the war as a drummer, he was organist 
until 1864 when he went to Kentucky for three years. 
             Shepard references the economy of New Britain -“there be an evening service, at which time 
a plate collection shall be taken to meet any deficiency in the income of the Church (covered by pew 
rentals), caused by the long suspension of business, occasioned by the rebellion, as it is believed, 
many persons, who attend that Service, would cheerfully give a small amount for the object – “. 
            Turning to the Parish Register pages of Shepard, another part of the story is told.  Under Buri-
als, we are told: 
 
            1862   Nov 6   John Post         20 years 
                        A Volunteer in U.S. Army      Died of fever at Harper’s Ferry, Va. 
                        August T. Post was a Vestryman 
            1863   Jan 2     Thomas Hart  24 years 
                        A Volunteer in U.S. Army      Killed at battle Fredericksburg, Va. 
                        Samuel W. Hart was a Vestryman 
 
            War deaths are expected from bullets.  More deaths came from disease, like dysentery.  
Think 1861, you have a horse and buggy to distribute meals to troops, you have no refrigeration, a 
shower was unheard of, keep your helmet on (if issued one), no social distancing, and wash hands? 
 
            Those pages opened another issue at St. Mark’s: 
 
            In 1861, there were 21 Burials, 13 of them children. 
            In 1862, there were 20 Burials, 13 of them children. 
            In 1863, there were 20 Burials, 15 of them children. 
            In 1864, there were 15 Burials, 7 of them children. 
            In 1865, there were 4 Burials, 2 of them children. 
            Sadly, the number of child deaths was not unique to the Civil War years.  It continued 1873, 
 1875, 1883…   But why? 
 
            Read The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead.  He was hitching a ride to the college campus.  
That’s all it took for a Black high school senior to be carted off in the 1960s to a segregated reform 
school.  Based on the Dozier School for Boys that operated for 111 years in Marianna, Florida, there 
are glimpses of hope and intolerable cruelty.  Elwood likes to quote MLK’s Letter from the Birming-
ham Jail – “We will not only win freedom for ourselves, we will so appeal to your heart & your 
conscience that we will win you in the process & our victory will be a double victory.” 

 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

• Thursday, April 1 – 7:00 p.m. – Maundy Zoom Service 

• Friday, April 2 – 7:00 p.m. – Good Friday Zoom Service  

• Sunday, April 4 – 10:00 a.m. – Easter Sunday Zoom Service 
All Zoom Holy Week and Easter Services video meeting number: 500-865-037.  
Or audio by phone: 1-646-558-8656, and then meeting number: 500-865-037.   

 

 
The Bible text is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. 


