
 

 

St. Mark's Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 1538, New Britain, Connecticut 06050-1538 

Parish office (90 Main Street): 860-225-7634 

Email: parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org            Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 

Parish Web site with service information: http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 
 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter     May 2, 2021 
  

Virtual doors to open at 9:30 am.  

Zoom coffee hour after the service.  

Zoom Meeting ID 500-865-037 

Enter via the parish Web link at 

http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org. 

There is also a telephone number you could call on your phone to 

join the Zoom service: 1-646-558-8656  (phone charges may apply 

for the telephone call if you do not have unlimited calling). 

Stephen Hard and Ben Gryk are co-hosts of the Zoom service. 
 

 If you are using a telephone to dial into the service: dial the zoom phone number, and then wait to 

be prompted by the voice to enter the meeting number. Then, enter the meeting number, and as part of 

the meeting number, please add the "pound" sign (#) at the end of the meeting number (as the verbal 

instructions direct). 

 Ben is in charge of muting everyone. To unmute: when pressing the "star" (*) and then "6", first 

press the star, then take your finger off the "star", and then press "6" to unmute and take your finger off 

the 6. You have to press both the "star" and the "6" in that order. If you have been muted along with the 

video people, you may not be aware that you have been muted, so to be heard, please press the "star" and 

then "6" to unmute. 

--------- 
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Hymn 379     “God is Love, let heaven adore him”    Abbot’s Leigh   

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen 

People:       The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Collect For Purity 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly  

  love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria 

Celebrant sets the pace. 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day - The Lord be with you.                        R. And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray together. 

Celebrant sets the pace. 
 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus 

Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads 



 

 

to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson    Acts 8:26-40  

Lector: Volunteer 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

 An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 

court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 

Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the 

Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 

prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone 

guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was 

reading was this:  

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 

news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, 

here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 

them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 

water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 

But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to 

all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 22:24-30 

Lector: Volunteer. 
 

Leader: My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

People: I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

Leader: The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 

People: “May your heart live for ever!” 

Leader: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 

People: and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

Leader: For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 

People: he rules over the nations. 

Leader: To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 

People: all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

Leader: My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 

People: they shall be known as the LORD‘s for ever. 

Leader: They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

People: the saving deeds that he has done. 

 



 

 

The Second Lesson  1 John 4:7-21 

Lector: Volunteer 
 

A Reading from the First letter of John. 
 

 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 

knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in 

this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we 

loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God 

loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 

lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have 

seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess 

that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.  

 God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected 

among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 

has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate 

their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love 

God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love 

their brothers and sisters also. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sequence Hymn 204     “Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain”            Noël nouvelet 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Holy Gospel John 15:1-8 
 

The People unmute themselves. 

 
Celebrant:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 [Jesus said to his disciples,] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every 

branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have 

already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you 

are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 

nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, 

thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and 

it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.                                                 People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Shaw Mudge 
  

 



 

 

The Nicene Creed  

Celebrant sets the pace. 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People III 

Leader: Volunteer 

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

People: That we all may be one. 

Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

People: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

Leader: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Leader: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People: That our works may find favor in your sight. 



 

 

Leader: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People: That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Leader: Give to the departed eternal rest; 

People: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Leader: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

[People may add their own petitions.] 

 

Leader:  Let us pray together, the Prayer of Spiritual Communion  

Celebrant sets the pace. 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:  

 In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 

 celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies 

 with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you 

 sacramentally, we ask you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves to you, and 

 embrace you with all the affections of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we 

 live and die in your love. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: God of life, we thank you for the mystery planted in us, the paradox of life from death and  

 community from scattered disciples. We praise you for the dying which saves us from death and for the 

 rising which brings us life. We pray, as we live, through Jesus the risen one, in the power of the Holy 

 Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with 

 compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you 

 we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Offertory reminder: Please remember to support the work of Christ through St. Marks', either by mailing your 

financial contributions to the parish post office box or by sending a check via your bank's bill-paying Web page 

to the parish post office box (the address is listed towards the end of the bulletin). Thank you. People like 

yourself help make St. Mark's special. 
 

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.   

         Ephesians 5:2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Celebrant sets the pace. 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:  

 (Traditional)                 (Contemporary)  

 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us,  

we are bold to say  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Grace 
 

Celebrant:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

 with us all evermore. Amen. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us to 

pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

Dismissal Hymn 296    “We know that Christ is raised and dies no more”     Engelberg 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

  
If using Zoom, the People unmute themselves. 

When a priest is present, the service ends with the dismissal: 
 

Priest:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

When a priest is not present, the service ends with the Grace, led by a worship leader or deacon: 

Worship Leader:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Announcements, as had. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter – May 2, 2021 
Longterm prayers are asked for: Irene Alibrio, Sophia Anderson, Russell Atkinson, Bill Briggs, Cletus Cone, 
Patricia Cone, Dave, Debbie, Gary Hudkins, Margaret Hughes, Rachael Johnston, Katherine, Florence Kruvka, 

Lindsay, Louise, Ann Maltais, Christopher McLaughlin, Ron Napper, Gabriella Nauss, Lori Nauss, Nancy 

Nowlak, Joseph O’Tulak, Benjamin Pisseri, P.J., Rae Robinson, Francis and Joann Rusczyk, Sue Savage, 
Debbie Spak, and Zachary.   
  

Prayers are offered for: 
Healing: Rosaline Britles, Joseph Howard, Patricia Anderson, Kelly Nauss, Bill Briggs, Claire Lucid, 
Laura Rocco, Danny, Edward Dubois, Barbara Campbell, Gail Bates, Mary Gould, and Linda. 
ECCT Cycle of Prayer: St. Peter’s, Monroe; St. Mark’s Mystic; St. Michael’s, Naugatuck; retirement 
communities, especially Seabury and Armsmear; chaplains at retirement communities, and Retired 
Clergy Chaplains.  
Those who serve our country: Tiana Baptiste, Ryan Beaudoin, Parker Browne, Michael Johnston, 
and Ed Priesser. 
Parish families: Robert and Mary Ann Kissel, Jean Koziol, Florence Kruvka, Christin and Paul 
LaBelle and Jessica Labieniec. 
Those who have died, especially Gail Koerner, and those who are remembered today:  
Patricia Eshoo and A. Murray Duff. 
  

PRAYER CHAIN: To activate the chain call or email:  
Barbara Campbell – Phone: 860-673-7607  Email: campbellba24@gmail.com  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please remember to send in your pledges and offerings to the parish. The mail in the  
St. Mark's post office box is picked up several times a week. Your pledge payments are  
compiled at least once a month and deposited.  

  Mailing address for financial contributions:  

  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church PO Box 1538 New Britain, CT  06050-1538  

  or send checks electronically to the Church via your bank.  
   

 St. Marks keeps going in God’s way, God’s time, and to God’s glory.  

 

The worship services, the parish office, and ministry to the community adapt and continue. 

Your contributions of time, talent, and treasure are appreciated to make it happen.    
 

People can gather and talk at Coffee Hour before the service or after the service.   

Please remember to turn your phone volume down slightly on the Skype call.  
Please contact Cheryl in the Parish Office if you have any questions.  
The Food Pantry ministry continues on Mondays (9 to 2) and Thursdays (9 to 12). 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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St. Mark’s and Racial Justice 
by Barbara A. Campbell, Ph.D. 

Chapter 9 
Date: May 2, 2021 

  

            We know Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe and visit her house next to the Mark 
Twain House in Hartford.  Escaping slaves got off a docking boat in the port of Hartford into the arms 
of men capturing them for return to their owners in the South. 
            Prudence Crandall started a school for “young ladies and little misses of color” in Canterbury, 
CT.  In May 1833 the Connecticut legislature passed the “Black Law” making it illegal for out-of-state 
students of color to attend a school without local permission.  Crandall was arrested.  Sept 9, 1834 
her school was vandalized.  Crandall gave up and moved to Kansas.  Before she died in 1890, she 
did receive a pension from the people of Connecticut which she saw as payment for the destruction of 
her property. 
            In 1831, citizens of New Haven voted 700-4 against allowing a school for young Black men to 
open near Yale. 
            Mark Twain thought differently.  One of the summers in the 1980s when I worked at the Mark 
Twain House, Shelly Fisher Fishkin, then of the University of Texas at Austin, now of Stanford, found 
the letter from Mark Twain that countered the accusations of Twain’s racism due of the use of the “n 
word” in Huck Finn.  Not only was it exciting for me to be allowed to write on the ombra (porch) of the 
Mark Twain House, it was exciting to meet Dr. Fishkin the summer she and the Twain House were 
announcing her find.   
 The letter documents Twain’s financial support of Warner T. McGuinn, one of the first Black 
men to attend and graduate from Yale Law School.  Twain wrote to Frances Wayland, Yale Law 
School Dean on Christmas Eve 1885, “I do not believe I would cheerfully help a white student who 
would ask benevolence of a stranger, but I do not feel so about the other color.  We have ground the 
manhood out of them, and the shame is ours, not theirs; and we should pay for it.”   Twain paid 
McGuinn’s expenses until he graduated in 1887.  
            Now go back and appreciate the relationship between Huck and Jim. 
            And also now then, let’s get personal.  Am I complicit?  Even though I didn’t like practicing the 
piano, I was playing on ivory keys.  So, yes, I am complicit. 
            I sewed most of my own clothes at one period and bought woolen materials at the mill stores 
in Somers, CT.  Thread today is Mercerized Cotton & Polyester, Mercerized Cotton covered Polyester 
or simply Polyester covered Polyester.  More complicity!  The flood of 1955 wiped out mills in Stafford 
Springs.  
            What about YOU?  What about experiences in New Britain?  Let’s talk. 
 

Sleuthing Discussion Starting 
 

 Thursday Night Group will re-group via Zoom 958 0981 4572 at 7 pm.  (We are 
not gathering on May 6th) The text we will spring off from is Sleuthing for Slavery and 
Supremacy with a Saint Called Mark.  You have seen it in the Sunday Bulletin.  Call or 
email Barbara and she will send you the completed publication. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Stop & Shop New Britain - Blooming 4 Good Program! 
 

Let’s fight hunger together. One Bouquet at a Time. 

Spring has sprung! For every Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquet purchased, during the month of May, (with a 

red circle sticker), St. Mark’s Food Pantry will receive $1.00.  

Bouquets must be purchased at the New Britain Stop & Shop for us to get the donation. 

 

Safe Church Training 
If you need to re-certify or take the training for the first time, please go to:  

www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/General-Parish-Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/  
Training Dates: 

Wednesday evening, May 12, 2021, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday morning, May 22, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
Monday evening, June 7, 2021, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday morning, June 12, 2021, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

SAVE THE DATE 
Tuesday, May 11th – 6:45 p.m. – Vestry Zoom Meeting 
Monday, May 31st – Memorial Day – Parish office and Food Pantry Closed 

 
 

 
St. Mark's:  "Open to God's Love - Serving Our Neighbor" 

 

 
 

https://sct-zoom-051221.eventbrite.com/
https://sct-zoom-052221.eventbrite.com/
https://sct-zoom-060721.eventbrite.com/
https://sct-zoom-061221.eventbrite.com/

