St. Mark's Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 1538, New Britain, Connecticut 06050-1538
Parish office (90 Main Street): 860-225-7634
Email: parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb
Parish Web site with service information: http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 22)

October 4, 2020

Zoom coffee hour 9:30 am; Zoom service 10 am; Zoom coffee hour after the service.
Zoom Meeting ID 500-865-037 or enter via the parish Web link at http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org.
There is also a telephone number you could call on your phone to join the Zoom service:
1-646-558-8656 (phone charges may apply for the telephone call).
--------Skype phone service continues at 10:50 am on Sundays. Fr. Shaw would call those who are interested.
Service especially for those who do not have Internet or unlimited phone plans.
--------A YouTube playlist of short services is in the process of being created, with plans for your use at any
time, via a link on the main parish Web page: http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org
Hymn 518 “Christ is made the sure foundation” vss 1,2,4
(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are)

Westminster Abbey

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect For Purity
Celebrant:
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Gloria
Celebrant sets the pace.
People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The Collect of the Day - The Lord be with you.
R. And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray together, remembering to pause at the punctuation, to let the technology synchronize.
Celebrant sets the pace.
People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than
we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of
which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except
through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The First Lesson
Lector: Volunteer

Isaiah 5:1-7

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a
very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the
midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more
was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield
wild grapes?
And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant
planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!
The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:7-14
Lector: Volunteer

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
You have brought a vine out of Egypt; *
you cast out the nations and planted it.
You prepared the ground for it; *
it took root and filled the land.
The mountains were covered by its shadow *
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea *
and its branches to the River.
Why have you broken down its wall, *

People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, *
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend this vine; *
preserve what your right hand has planted.

The Second Lesson
Lector: Volunteer

Philippians 3:4b-14

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him,
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing
of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own,
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn 313 “Let thy Blood in mercy poured ” vss 1, 4
Jesus, meine Zuvericht
(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are)

The Holy Gospel
Celebrant:
People:

Matthew 21:33-46

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

[Jesus said,] “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it,
dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When
the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his
slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they
treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son. ’But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance. ’So
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘ The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush
anyone on whom it falls.”
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about
them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Reverend Dr. Shaw Mudge

he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People III
Leader: Volunteer
Leader:
Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
People:
That we all may be one.
Leader:
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
People:
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
Leader:
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
People:
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
Leader:
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
People:
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Leader:
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
People:
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Leader:
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
People:
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Leader:
Give to the departed eternal rest;
People:
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
Leader:
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
People:
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Leader:
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
[People may add their own petitions.]
Intercessor: Let us pray a prayer attributed to St. Francis:
Everyone: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; and
where there is sadness, joy.
O, God, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying
that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

- Prayer of St. Francis

Leader:
Let us pray together, the Prayer of Spiritual Communion
Celebrant sets the pace.
People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is
celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with
the earnest wish that we may always be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you
sacramentally, we ask you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves to you, and embrace
you with all the affections of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live and die in
your love. Amen.
Celebrant: God of life, we thank you for the mystery planted in us, the paradox of life from death and
community from scattered disciples. We praise you for the dying which saves us from death and for the rising
which brings us life. We pray, as we live, through Jesus the risen one, in the power of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.
Offertory reminder: Please remember to support the work of Christ through St. Marks', either by mailing your
financial contributions to the parish post office box or by sending a check via your bank's bill-paying Web page
to the parish post office box (the address is listed towards the end of the bulletin). Thank you. People like
yourself help make St. Mark's special.
Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
Ephesians 5:2
(As our Savior Christ has taught us to pray):
Celebrant sets the pace.
People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:
(Traditional)
(Contemporary)
Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us to
pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Blessing
Priest: Grant, Almighty God, that your people may recognize
their weakness and put their whole trust in your strength, so that they may rejoice for ever in the protection of
your loving providence; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn 495 “Hail, thou once despis’d Jesus” vss 1, 3, 4
(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are)

In Babilone

When a priest is present, the service ends with the dismissal:
Priest:
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People:
Thanks be to God.
When a priest is not present, the service ends with the Grace, led by a worship leader or deacon:
Worship Leader:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all evermore.
People:
Amen.
Announcements, as had.

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost – October 4, 2020
Longterm prayers are asked for: Irene Alibrio, Sophia Anderson, Russell Atkinson, Bill Briggs, Patricia Cone,
Cletus Cone, Henry Coutere, Dave, Debbie, Ron DeRobertis, Elaine, Nancy Fields, Thomas Hard, Gary
Hudkins, Margaret Hughes, Rachael Johnston, Katherine, Florence Kruvka, Pauline Liese, Lindsay, Louise,
Carolyn Mansolf, Christopher McLaughlin, Fran Montoya, Gabriella Nauss, Lori Nauss, Nancy Nowlak, Joseph
O’Tulak, Olivia Pike, Benjamin Pisseri, P.J., Jack Polinco, Francis and Joann Rusczyk, Debbie Spak, Frank
Williams, Zachary.

Prayers are offered for:
Healing: Bill Briggs, Claire Lucid, Laura Rocco, Danny, Irene Alibrio, Sue Savage, Ann Maltais, Rae
Robinson, Edward Dubois, Barbara Campbell, Gail Bates, Mary Gould, Linda, Gary, and Ron Napper.
ECCT Cycle of Prayer: Christ Church, Trumbull; Grace Church, Trumbull; Trinity, Trumbull; for all
companions and service animals, and all livestock and wild animals, great and small.
Those who serve our country: Ryan Beaudoin, Parker Browne, Michael Johnston, and Ed Priesser.
Parish families: Miriam Hayes, Jackie, Duane, Dillon, Devin and Duane Jr Hinckson, Norm and Sue
Holland and family and Garry Holland.
Those who have died, and those who are remembered today: Anne and Michael Clifford and
Joan Buckman.
PRAYER CHAIN: To activate the chain call or email:
Barbara Campbell – Phone: 860-875-7330 Email: campbellba24@gmail.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please remember to send in your pledges and offerings to the parish. The mail in the
St. Mark's post office box is picked up several times a week. Your pledge payments are
compiled at least once a month and deposited.
Mailing address for financial contributions:

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church PO Box 1538 New Britain, CT 06050-1538
or send checks electronically to the Church via your bank.
St. Marks keeps going in God’s way, God’s time, and to God’s glory.
The worship services, the parish office, and ministry to the community adapt and continue.
Your contributions of time, talent, and treasure are appreciated to make it happen.
People can gather and talk at Coffee Hour before the service or after the service.
Please remember to turn your phone volume down slightly on the Skype call.
Please contact Cheryl in the Parish Office if you have any questions.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Connecticut's Coronavirus Phase 3 begins on October 8; June Diocesan protocols for Phase 3
incorporate some previous protocols by reference, as of this writing (29 September 2020, at
12:49 pm).
"Stay home, stay safe" continues to be encouraged for 65+ and those with co-morbidities
such as diabetes.
St. Mark's online, Skype, and YouTube services continue.
________________________________________________________________________________

Planned Meetings and ministries for October:
Wardens and Treasurer Zoom Meeting – October 7th at 5:45 p.m.
Vestry Zoom Meeting – October 13th at 6:45 p.m.
Donna Griffen has joined the Vestry for the balance of Selden's term.
The Food Pantry ministry continues on Mondays (9 to 2) and Thursdays (9 to 12).
TODAY!
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4th
2:00 P.M. ON ZOOM!

SHOW OFF YOUR BEAUTIFUL FUR, FEATHERS OR SCALES!
Zoom Meeting ID: 957 0922 9864
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

It's time we got to do something we would NORMALLY DO!!!
The Stewardship Letter will be sent out by snail mail on Oct 13th. Take time to prayerfully read
it and fill out your Pledge Card. Snail mail it back to the church before Nov 8th.
As you do so, create your own rituals related to being thankful and report what you did at the
Zoom Coffee Hour or Skype service on Nov 8. As members of your family signed the Pledge Card,
did you light a candle on a cupcake? As you walked to the mailbox to drop your Pledge Card in, did
you hum your favorite hymn? How creative did you get?
We appreciate both your new ritual and your Pledge which allows Christ's ministry to
continue. May you be blessed.
________________________________________________________________________________

HYMNALS FOR HOME USE
If you would like a hymnal to use at home during Zoom services, please contact
Cheryl in the Parish Office (860-225-7634 or
parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org)
Hymnals will be available for “No Contact” pick up.
To pick up, please come to the lower parking lot door and ring the door bell.
Cheryl will bring the hymnal the doorway and will place it on the step for you to
take. We are sorry, but they cannot be mailed.
_______________________________________________________________________________
Jerome Home/Arbor Rose Services:

Please contact Jenna Sweet at Jerome Home or Donna Valente, Jenna's activities director
counterpart at Arbor Rose, to enable access to either St Mark's Sunday live Zoom services
online or to St. Mark's Sunday video YouTube services online (available all week)."
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In-Person
Thursday Noon Day Prayer
In person Noon Day Prayer will resume on Thursday, October 8th. It
will be held every Thursday, at 12:00 noon in Cooper Hall.
It will be limited to 5 people in person.
Masks are required to be worn at all times while you are in the building and appropriate
COVID-19 protocols will be observed.
And, as an added bonus, you may pick up a hymnal to use at our Sunday Zoom services when
you attend Noon Day Prayer.
Please contact the Parish Office if you have any questions.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From the meeting of Bishops and Lay Leaders:
What is God calling us to explore that is new?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

St. Mark's: "Open to God's Love - Serving Our Neighbor"

