
 

 

St. Mark's Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 1538, New Britain, Connecticut 06050-1538 

Parish office (90 Main Street): 860-225-7634 

Email: parishoffice@stmarksnewbritain.org            Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 

Parish Web site with service information: http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmarksnb 
 

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 18)                 September 6, 2020 
 

Zoom coffee hour 9:30 am; Zoom service 10 am; Zoom coffee hour after the service. 

Zoom Meeting ID 500-865-037 or enter via the parish Web link at http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org. 

There is also a telephone number you could call on your phone to join the Zoom service: 

1-646-558-8656  (phone charges may apply for the telephone call). 

--------- 

Skype phone service continues at 10:50 am on Sundays. Fr. Shaw would call those who are interested. 

Service especially for those who do not have Internet or unlimited phone plans. 

------------ 

A YouTube playlist of short services is in the process of being created, with plans for your use at any 

time, via a link on the main parish Web page: http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org 
 

Hymn 1   “Father, we praise thee, now the night is over ” Christe sanctorum 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 
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Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People:     And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

Collect For Purity 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria 

Celebrant sets the pace. 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 



 

 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  

The Collect of the Day - The Lord be with you.                        R. And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray together, remembering to pause at the punctuation, to let the technology synchronize. 

Celebrant sets the pace. 
 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation: 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in 

their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson    Ezekiel 33:7-11 

Lector: Volunteer 
 

A Reading from the book of Ezekiel. 
 

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my 

mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and 

you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their 

blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from 

their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh 

upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them, “As I live, says the Lord 

GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, 

turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?” 
 

The Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 119:33-40 

Lector:  Volunteer 

 

Leader: Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, * 

People: and I shall keep it to the end. 

Leader: Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 

People: I shall keep it with all my heart. 

Leader: Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 

People: for that is my desire. 

Leader: Incline my heart to your decrees * 

People: and not to unjust gain. 

Leader: Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 

People: give me life in your ways. 

Leader: Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 

People: which you make to those who fear you. 

Leader: Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 



 

 

People: because your judgments are good. 

Leader: Behold, I long for your commandments; * 

People: in your righteousness preserve my life. 
 

The Second Lesson  Romans 13:8-14 

Lector:  Volunteer 
 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans. 
 

 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 

The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not 

covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does 

no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then 

lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling 

and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn 674   “Forgive our sins, as we forgive” Detroit 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 
 

 

 

 
The Holy Gospel  Matthew 18:15-20 
 

Celebrant:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

[Jesus said,] “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you 

are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or 



 

 

two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If 

the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, 

let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you 

agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three 

are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.                                                          People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon The Reverend Jim Speer 

 

The Nicene Creed 

  

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People III 

Leader: Volunteer 

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

People: That we all may be one. 



 

 

Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

People: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

Leader: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Leader: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People: That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Leader: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People: That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Leader: Give to the departed eternal rest; 

People: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Leader: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

[People may add their own petitions.] 
 

Leader:  Let us pray together, the Prayer of Spiritual Communion  

Celebrant sets the pace. 
 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:  
 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 

celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with 

the earnest wish that we may always be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you 

sacramentally, we ask you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves to you, and embrace 

you with all the affections of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live and die in 

your love. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: God of life, we thank you for the mystery planted in us, the paradox of life from death and  

community from scattered disciples. We praise you for the dying which saves us from death and for the rising 

which brings us life. We pray, as we live, through Jesus the risen one, in the power of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Offertory reminder: Please remember to support the work of Christ through St. Marks', either by mailing your 

financial contributions to the parish post office box or by sending a check via your bank's bill-paying Web page 

to the parish post office box (the address is listed towards the end of the bulletin). Thank you. People like 

yourself help make St. Mark's special. 
 

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.   

Ephesians 5:2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Celebrant sets the pace. 

People and Celebrant, remembering to pause at the punctuation:  

 (Traditional)                 (Contemporary)  

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us,  

we are bold to say  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

The Blessing 

Priest: Grant, Almighty God, that your people may recognize their weakness and put their whole trust in your 

strength, so that they may rejoice for ever in the protection of your loving providence; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Dismissal Hymn 376 “Joyful, joyful, we adore thee ” Hymn to Joy 

(everyone muted except instrumentalist and cantor; everyone else sing where they are) 

 

1. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,    2. All thy works with joy surround thee, 

God of glory, Lord of love;     earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 

hearts unfold like flowers before thee,   stars and angels sing around thee, 

praising thee, their sun above.    center of unbroken praise. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;    Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

drive the dark of doubt away;    blooming meadow, flashing sea, 

giver of immortal gladness,     chanting bird and flowing fountain, 

fill us with the light of day.     call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

3. Thou art giving and forgiving, 

ever blessing, ever blest, 

well-spring of the joy of living, 

ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother: 

all who live in love are thine; 

teach us how to love each other, 

lift us to the joy divine. 

 

When a priest is present, the service ends with the dismissal: 

Priest:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

When a priest is not present, the service ends with the Grace, led by a worship leader or deacon: 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us to 

pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

Worship Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with us all evermore. 

People:  Amen. 

Announcements, as had. 

 

Today we welcome Fr. Jim Speer as our Celebrant and Preacher while Fr. Shaw is on vacation. 
 

Fr. Shaw is preparing abbreviated video services for each Sunday he is away (8/30 & 9/6). The videos 

may be found on YouTube. (See page 1 for the web address.) 

 

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost – September 6, 2020 
Longterm prayers are asked for: Irene Alibrio, Sophia Anderson, Russell Atkinson, Bill Briggs, Patricia Cone, 
Cletus Cone, Henry Coutere, Dave, Debbie, Ron DeRobertis, Elaine, Nancy Fields, Thomas Hard, Gary 
Hudkins, Margaret Hughes, Rachael Johnston, Katherine, Florence Kruvka, Pauline Liese, Lindsay, Louise, 
Carolyn Mansolf, Christopher McLaughlin, Fran Montoya, Gabriella Nauss, Lori Nauss, Nancy Nowlak, Joseph 
O’Tulak, Olivia Pike, Benjamin Pisseri, P.J., Jack Polinco,  Francis and Joann Rusczyk, Debbie Spak, Frank 
Williams, Zachary.   
  

Prayers are offered for: 
Healing: Frank Salerno, Bill Briggs, Claire Lucid, Danny, Irene Alibrio, Sue Savage, Ann Maltais, Rae 
Robinson, Edward Dubois, Barbara Campbell, Gail Bates, Mary Gould, Linda, Gary, and Ron Napper. 
ECCT Cycle of Prayer: L’Eglise de L’Epiphanie, Stamford; St. Andrew’s, Stamford; St. Francis’, 
Stamford; those involvedin the ministry of education for Christian formation in parishes; church school 
and youth group directors, teachers, and mentors; and for adult education leaders. 
Those who serve our country: Ryan Beaudoin, Parker Browne, Michael Johnston, and Ed Priesser. 
Parish families: Hilton Corbin, Sandy Dempsey and family, Frank and Brenda Dlugoleski, Chuck and 
Sharon Downie and Paul Eshoo. 
Those who have died, and those who are remembered today: David “Jake” Jakobowski, Beverly 
Brzezinski, Joseph Brzezinski, Ingeborg and Carl Gustafson and Denise Senberg. 
  

PRAYER CHAIN: To activate the chain call or email:  
Barbara Campbell – Phone: 860-875-7330  Email: campbellba24@gmail.com  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please remember to send in your pledges and offerings to the parish. The mail in the  
St. Mark's post office box is picked up several times a week. Your pledge payments are  
compiled at least once a month and deposited.  
 

  Mailing address for financial contributions:  

  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church PO Box 1538 New Britain, CT  06050-1538  

  or send checks electronically to the Church via your bank.  
   

 St. Marks keeps going in God’s way, God’s time, and to God’s glory.  

 

The worship services, the parish office, and ministry to the community adapt and continue. 

Your contributions of time, talent, and treasure are appreciated to make it happen.    

 

People can gather and talk at Coffee Hour before the service or after the service.   

Please remember to turn your phone volume down slightly on the Skype call.  
 

Please contact Cheryl in the Parish Office if you have any questions.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Connecticut's Coronavirus Phase 2; Diocesan protocols for Phase 1 continue alongside 
Connecticut Phase 2.  
 
As of this writing (August 23rd at 11:59 am), Phase 2 is anticipated to last into the foreseeable 
future, contingent on further developments. In Phase 2, "Stay home, stay safe" is strongly 
urged for 65+ and those with co-morbidities such as diabetes.  
 
St. Mark's online, Skype, and YouTube services continue. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Planned Meetings and ministries for September: 
Wardens and Treasurer Zoom Meeting – September 16th at 5:45 p.m. 
Vestry Zoom Meeting – September 22nd at 6:45 p.m.  
 
The Food Pantry ministry continues on Mondays (9 to 2) and Thursdays (9 to 12). 
 

 

The Parish Office will return to its regular hours of Monday through 

Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 8th. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Jerome Home/Arbor Rose Services:  

Please contact Jenna Sweet at Jerome Home or Donna Valente, Jenna's activities director         

counterpart at Arbor Rose, to enable access to either St Mark's Sunday live Zoom services 

online or to St. Mark's Sunday video YouTube services online (available all week)."   

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

From the meeting of Bishops and Lay Leaders: 
What is God calling us to explore that is new? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

St. Mark's:  "Open to God's Love - Serving Our Neighbor" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

From Barbara Campbell: 
  
         I don’t usually sit with the critters but Covid-19 restrictions gave me the opportunity.  Observing 
them closely lets me consider “care of creation” and question how Genesis 1:26 would be applied. 
            “Let us make humankind in our image according to our likeness 
            and let them have dominion …over all the wild animals of the earth, 
            and over every creeping thing that creeps upon earth.” 
  
            After you meet the ant, squirrels, rabbit, hummingbirds and chipmunk, 
and get to know “That Squirrel”; was the glass of water appropriate domination? 
 
 
Feeling Like an Intruder 
by Barbara A. Campbell 
Connecticut’s Diocesan Poet 
July 2020 
 
I sit on my deck at the Lake. 
An ant walks across 
   the crossword puzzle I’m doing 
   offering no suggestions. 
  
A squirrel looks up at me from the lawn. 
I tell him he can make it 
   in one leap 
He does and proceeds to hover 
   around the geranium 
   where I think he is hiding acorns 
      or looking for the ones he hid 
      last summer. 
  
I speak to the rabbit 
   as it comes up the deck stairs. 
It comes all the way. 
The grass looks better 
   and he hops down. 
  
I have yet to have the conversation 
   with this rabbit and relatives. 
There once were 6 tomato plants 
   in the garden. 
Now there are 4. 
Tooth marks 
are about rabbit nose high. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
There are flashes of red 
   as the hummingbirds 
   land on the feeder. 
Seems like the women are charged 
   with hovering over me 
   telling me the feeder is empty. 
Red flashes swoop from tree to tree. 
  
Two squirrels were on the deck  
   one morning. 
She held her right paw 
   close to her body 
   as he de-fleaed her left shoulder. 
She did use her right paw 
   when she jumped down 
    so I stopped worrying 
  
Chipmunks scurry, 
   tails erect. 
They aren’t frequent deck visitors    
One that did 
   come running up the deck stairs, 
   came running straight towards 
   two things I consider 
      my bare feet! 
He paused as I “eeked!” 
   and casually turned back to the     
   stairs. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
THAT Squirrel 
by Barbara A. Campbell 
Connecticut’s Diocesan Poet 
July 2020 
  
He slunk, 
   not just any squirrel, 
   THAT squirrel. 
   The one that leapt from the deck 
   to my kitchen window screen 
     where on the window sill 
      Ellington peaches are ripening. 
  
He met 
   Barbara’s ownership 
   of Ellington peaches in 
   ripening rotation. 
I yelled! 
  
He slunk 
   along the top deck railing, 
   slunk back toward the house, 
   squished out as flat as possible 
   and leapt again 
      into a glass of accurately thrown 
      water. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THAT squirrel 
   came up the deck stairs 
   eyed me 
   jumped to the hand railing 
      and slid down the hand rail, 
      a rear foot hanging 
         off either side of the hand rail. 
  
He enlisted a friend 
   and they scrambled up the oak tree 
   as I sat on the deck. 
A bombardment of acorns ensued. 
Flung acorns don’t hurt. 
Stepped on acorns 
   by bare feet are killers. 
  
Strategy is being planned on both  
   sides.         
So far the afternoon is quiet. 
 
 
 
 
 


